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Dearest Parishioners and Friends,

Last week, after our Province Assembly in
Melbourne - and | should stress, we were working
- Fr Cong and | had the privilege of driving back to
Sydney along the coast. From Melbourne, we
made our way to Port Campbell and then slowly
worked our way north, stopping here and there,
allowing ourselves to be surprised by the beauty
of this extraordinary country.

There are journeys where the destination matters, 2. :
and there are journeys where the road itself becomes the gift. This was certalnly one of
those . At times the landscape simply left us speechless, which, for two priests travelling
together, is perhaps a small miracle in itself. The cliffs, the ocean, the endless beaches,
the forests and changing colours of the land seemed to reveal a different face of Australia
every few kilometres.

And then there was the farmland. Long stretches of green paddocks, cattle grazing lazily,
sheep scattered across the hills, and lambs running after their mothers as though there
were no deadlines in the world. There was something wonderfully peaceful about it all.
Sydney traffic suddenly felt like a very strange way to live.

| was also fascinated by the small towns and hidden places along the way. Some you
could easily pass through without a second thought, yet behind them are generations of
stories: families who worked the land, communities shaped by farming, fishing, timber,
migration, hardship and hope. Old buildings, weathered churches, cemeteries, bridges
and tiny settlements quietly carry histories that do not make headlines, but have shaped
the soul of this country. Isn’t every place a memory?

Sometimes we rush through places asking only, What is there to see? But perhaps a
better question is, What has happened here? Who has lived here? Who struggled, loved,
raised families, buried loved ones, built communities and called this place home?

There was something almost sacred about the whole journey. Standing before the
vastness of the ocean or looking across farmland stretching towards the horizon, you
suddenly realise how small you are. And strangely, that is not an uncomfortable feeling. It
is freeing.

We spend so much of life managing things, organising things, fixing things, answering
emails, keeping calendars and worrying about what comes next. Then creation quietly
reminds us that the world was beautiful long before we arrived and will continue to be
beautiful without our assistance. God is much bigger than our schedules.

What struck me most was not simply the beauty of the landscape, but the different ways
people live within it. Life in those coastal and country towns seems to move to another




rhythm. There appeared to be more [}
space, not simply physical space,
but space to breathe, to notice,
perhaps even to waste a little time
without feeling guilty about it.
Coming from Sydney, | confess |
experienced a small spiritual
struggle: envy. | found myself
looking at houses overlooking the
ocean, farms rolling over green hills,
and people living among all this
space and thinking, Why do they get
to live here? This is terribly unfair.
Not that | am complaining, of course.
Priests never complain! We merely
make pastoral observations.

Isn’t that a light into something
deeper? Beauty awakens longing in
us. A beautiful landscape, a piece of music, a sunset, the
sight of a lamb in a paddock, an old country church
standing quietly by the roadside, these things stir
something we cannot completely explain. We want to
hold onto them, but we cannot. Perhaps that is because
beauty is never meant simply to be possessed. It points
beyond itself.

The Christian tradition has always seen creation this
way: the visible world whispering something about the
invisible God. The ocean does not explain God, nor do
the mountains, forests or farmland, but somehow they
enlarge our imagination for God, God’s vastness,
mystery, generosity and creativity. Like the scriptures
this weekend, reminding us that the God we seek is both
more intensely loving and mysteriously elusive than any
reality we can know.

The trip reminded me that life can be lived beautifully in
many different ways and in many different places.
Sydney has its gifts; small coastal towns and farming
communities have theirs. Perhaps the invitation is not to
spend our lives wishing we were somewhere else, but to
become more awake to the grace of where we already
are.

Sometimes we travel thousands of kilometres only to
rediscover something very simple:

God has surrounded us with beauty, history and life. The
tragedy is not that these things are rare; it is that we are
often too busy to notice them.

JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY
Music is such an important part of our worship at St
Brigid’s. Do you love to sing or play an instrument? Our
Music Ministry is always looking for new voices and
musicians to help make our parish worship prayerful,
joyful and vibrant. You do not need to be a professional,
just willing to share your gifts and be part of the team.
Come and make a joyful noise with us! Please speak
with one of our team members or contact the Parish
Office if you are interested.

A guided reflective session with your spouse
to connect and grow.

Sunday 29" November
Following 10:30 am Mass
Shrublands Hall
Light refreshments

&
Childminding provided
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CHRISTMAS @ ST BRIGID’S
St Brigid’s will host a small and welcoming lunch for
parishioners who may appreciatethe warmth of good
company and a shared festive meal on Christmas Day.
It will be a simple gathering filled with friendship,
conversation and Christmas cheer. We are seeking
expressions of interest, with further information made
available close to the time. Places will be limited and
registration essential. Please contact the Parish Office to
register interest in this event.

LITURGY CORNER: EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF
HOLY COMMUNION

EMHC are lay members of the faithful who are
commissioned to assist bishops, priests and deacons in
distributing Holy Communion when there is genuine
pastoral need.
The word extraordinary simply means that they assist
the ordinary ministers of Holy Communion. Their
ministry is not simply a practical role, but one of faith,
reverence and service. Through their generous
presence, our EMHC serve our parish community very
well, helping the celebration of the Eucharist flow
prayerfully and allowing Holy Communion to be shared
with dignity and care. Their ministry also reminds us
that, having received the Body of Christ, we are called to
become the Body of Christ for one another.
We are deeply grateful to all who currently serve in this
ministry. If you are a practising Catholic and feel drawn
to serve the parish in this beautiful way, we warmly
encourage you to consider becoming an EMHC.




CONGRATULATIONS YR 12
Congratulations to all our Yr 12 Casimir students who
celebrated their Graduation Mass on Friday 18-09-26.
Congratulations, as well, to their teachers, parents,
friends and families who have supported them
throughout their many years of schooling.

HALL RENOVATION
Due to Hall renovations, parking near the hall will not be
available and pedestrian access will be very limited.
Do phong hoi dang duoc sira chita, ché dau xe gan hoi
trwong sé khdng cé va 16i di bd s& bj han ché rat nhiéu.

ACUTIS

RELICS TOUR
T

St Brigid’s is hosting the relics on

15 OCTOBER

Exhibition and talks available at St Brigid’s Primary School
during daytime

{7} 430-4.50 | Rosary
5.00-530 | Catechesis by Kate Hobbs

5.30-6.00 |
6.00-6.45 | Mass

Veneration and Confession

', w

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS
Planned giving receipts for financial year ending in June
2026 are available at the back of the church.

ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH
.....,."\) Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the
o J Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
: children and there are activities that allow
i them to engage a better understanding of
the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

L\B

PARISH FUNDRAISING LUNCH

Our parish Fundraiser Lunch will be held at 12pm on
Sunday 1 November. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for our parish community to come together,
enjoy good company, and support the ongoing needs of
the parish. For more information, please see Sr Elenita
or Tony Cippolla after Mass, or one of the Parish Team.
We warmly encourage parishioners, families and friends

to join us and support this important event.

BUY A TILE.
LEAVE A LEGACY.

Cantribute fo the resteration of 58 Brigid"

the heart of Mareickville,

HOW IT WORKS

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Recently Deceased: Gavin Buchel, Jennifer Alam, Patricia
Palomino, Michael Kos, Janet Grima, Antonino Rizzo.
Anniversaries: Dorothy & Allan Hanscombe, Jim & Gladys
Hanscombe, David Richards, Anthony Brown, Pasquale Di
Sisto, David Schembri, Lola Trethowan, Joseph Trong
Quoc Pham, Maria Ven Thi Nguyen, Catherine O’Sullivan,
Victoria Climax, Ann Phipps, Irene James, Donald Buck,
Mate Tuimaseve.
Those Carrying Severe lliness: Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred
Schiavo, Amalene & Gerard George, Antonios Gebrael,
Belinda Camacho, Catherine Vella, Charles Chen, Colin
Constantinou, Damia Roumie, Elizabeth Pizzuto, Jennifer
Alam, George Baraket, Georgina Kaldis, Hudson & Theo
Doak, Huyen Nguyen, Jo Morrison, John Love, Laurice
Sassine, Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan McAusland, Loreto
Theodoupoulou, Margaret Barrett, Marie Thompson,
Mary Angela Thomas, Michael Chrissimos, Michael
Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo, Paul Murphy, Penelope
Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter Martin, Richard Hudson,
Rosario Poli, Rosie Pazman, Rudi Presern, Sienna Mai
Cao, Sofi, Tim Jude Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy
Joukhador.
Other Intentions: Jennifer Alam, Joseph Bianchini,
Joseph Farah, Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah.

ARCHDIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT

If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, or if you are
worried about the safety of a child, young person or vulnerable
adult, please know that you are not alone and that help is available.
The Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office is available to
listen, support you, and provide guidance about reporting options.
You can contact the office on (02) 9390 5800 or at
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also wish to
speak with your Parish Priest, who can offer pastoral care and assist
you in taking the next step.

The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns seriously and
is required to report criminal matters to police. If there is an
emergency or someone is in immediate danger, please
contact NSW Police on 000.



mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

MASS TEXTS: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
My thoughts are not your thoughts.

Response: Psalm 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
The Lord is near to all who call him.

Second Reading: Philipians 1:20-24, 27
For me to live is Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the

words of your Son. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Why are you jealous because | am generous?

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE

PARISH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
St Matthew, apostle | Intnl Day of Peace

Mon 21

12pm Funeral of TL Micahel Kos

St Padre Pio

Wed 23

7pm RCIA

St Vincent Strambi CP

Thu 24

2pm Funeral of TL Janet Grima

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time | St Vincent de Paul

Sun 27

7pm Parish Youth Group meet

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date Lay Min Reader
MONDAY - FRIDAY: M t 6:45am foll dbyE iti dR
ass a : am followe . y xposition and Rosary, Mon 6.45 Vinh N Jim Y
then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by .
9.00 Mary T Liz
Mass at 9am and Rosary.
SATURDAY: Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. Tu9e 06 0'45 Al\llbertTN Y/',ei
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm. : ary €
Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
pm ( ) pm ( ) Wed 6.45 AlbertN  Paul C
SUNDAY: Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm. Sl L Buddy
MINISTRY OF CARE & SUPPORT TO THE AGED AND INFIRMED: Ve - beele — iemell
. . . . . . . 9.00 Thom Thao Joanna
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly
basis, either by Minist fC famil bers. Pl tact the Parish Office t
asis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Paris ice to Eri 6.45 Vinh N Patricia
organise Communion to be taken to those who are home-bound. .
9.00 Tony C Leila W
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first )
. Sat 8.00 Jim Judy
Friday of each month.
WEEKLY ROSTER
Commentators (C) Communion Ministers Acolytes / Collector
MASS & Lectors (L1 & L2) Altar Servers In-charge
TIMES 19 / 20 Sep 26 / 27 Sep 19 / 20 Sep 26 / 27 Sep 26 / 27 Sep
Saturd_ay 5pm C Michael H Gabriglle B ?ﬁ:ﬂ M\i/cipwge'\llH Vinh N Jim Y.
(Vigil) L1 Ofa T Kelelia F Carole P Elizabeth B Ben, Michael P.
L2 Michael P JimyY Leila W Paul C Augustine
Dennis M.
C Heather K Mary L Margaret K Stephen O
Sténday L1 Stephen O JohnS Dennis M Rebecca B Luca ”G Petgr H.
am L2 Emma K Libby D Joanna V Margaret K Antonella G Maria M.
Aiden S
: Anthony N
C Susan K Aiden K Anthony N Albert N
150“,282?1'1 L1 Peter ) Angie C 8 Fraé‘ktf s Tony C Anthony N JT<|>‘nv CP
) L2 Italian Italian ernadetter Diana P Josh K diian
Jenny O
. . — Tony H, Janna H
sunday I_Cl CKhar'Ile E Jasmln C Ler)ore D Chjarlle E Charlene E Arthur K
6pm evin B Charisse E Lina E Kevin B Celina E Jackie K
L2 Rex H Oscar P Arthur K Charlene E Alexis H
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