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24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 13 September 2026

St Brigid’s Parish, Marrickville, acknowledges and pays respect to the traditional owners of the land on which it is built;

the Gadigal people of the Eora nation.
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FORGIVENESS - A MERCIFUL HEART
Dearest Parishioners and Friends,
Have you ever found it difficult to forgive
someone who hurt you? Have you ever said,
“| forgive you, but | cannot forget what you
did to me”? Have you ever been hurt by
someone you love?
And another question: How did you feel
when someone forgave you? When we make
a mistake, and someone says, “I forgive you,”
we feel peaceful. We feel loved. We feel that
we have another chance,right?
Today, the Gospel speaks to us about
forgiveness.
Peter comes to Jesus and asks, “Lord,
how many times must | forgive my brother? : S
Seven times?” Peter probably thought, “Seven times is already alot!”
But Jesus says, “Not seven times, but seventy-seven times,” or “seventy times seven.”
Here, Jesus is not asking Peter to do mathematics! Jesus wants to teach him that
forgiveness has no limit.
In the Bible, the number seven is often a sign of fullness and completeness. So Jesus is
saying: Do not count how many times you forgive, but keep a merciful heart.
And | would like to share something a little funny from the Viethamese language. In
Vietnamese, the word for forgiveness is “tha thir.” We can play a little with these two
words.
“Tha” can remind us of the other person. And “Thi#” has two meanings. 1% is a generous,
understanding, and compassionate heart. 2™ is to put yourself in another person’s place,
so you can understand and have compassion for them.
So, in a simple way, we can say that to forgive means to try to stand in the other person’s
place, to understand their weakness, and then to respond with love and mercy.
Of course, | am not giving a Vietnamese language lesson today! But | like this little idea
because forgiveness asks us to look beyond ourselves.
When someone hurts us, we often say, “Look what you did to me!” But forgiveness
invites us to ask another question: “What happened in this person’s heart? Why did this
person act like this?”
This does not mean that what they did was right. Forgiveness does not mean that the
pain was not real. Forgiveness means that we do not allow anger and hatred to control
our hearts.




This is also the message of the first reading. The Book of
Sirach tells us that if we keep anger in our hearts against
another person, how can we ask God to forgive our sins?
Sometimes we ask God, “Lord, please forgive me.” But
when someone hurts us, we say, “l will never forgive
that person!” Today, Jesus invites us to look at our own
lives.

We have received so much mercy from God. How many
times has God forgiven us? How many times have we
made mistakes, and God has given us another chance? If
God is so merciful to us, Jesus asks us to show the same
mercy to others.

But perhaps someone will say, “Father, | have forgiven
this person, but | still remember the pain. | cannot
forget.”

| am not a psychologist, so | do not have all the answers.
But as a priest, | would like to share one simple thought:
forgiveness and healing are not always the same thing.
Sometimes we can choose to forgive, but our heart still
needs time to heal. We may need prayer. We may need
God’s grace. We may need good people around us. And
we need to allow God to heal our hearts.

Jesus does not ask us to heal everything in one day. He
asks us to take the first step: “Lord, | choose to forgive. |
do not want hatred to live in my heart. Please help me.”
My brothers and sisters, forgiveness does not mean
saying, “What happened was okay.” Sometimes
forgiveness means saying, “What happened was not
okay, but | will not let it destroy my heart and my
relationship with others.”

When we forgive, we do not only give freedom to
another person. We also give freedom to our own heart.
So this week, we come together and ask God to give us a
merciful heart, a compassionate heart, and a heart that
knows how to forgive, even when it is difficult to forgive
certain things or certain people, and we ask the Lord to
heal the wounds and the pains within us. Amen.

Sy boan, C.P.

CHRISTMAS @ ST BRIGID’S

St Brigid’s will host a
small and welcoming
lunch for parishioners
who may appreciate
the warmth of good
company and a shared
festive meal on
Christmas Day.

It will be a simple gathering filled with friendship,
conversation and Christmas cheer. We are seeking
expressions of interest, with further information made
available close to the time. Places will be limited and
registration essential. Please contact the Parish Office to
register interest in this event.

JOIN OUR CHOIRS
No experience needed come join our 8am or 10.30am
mass and sing with us. We practice 15mins before mass
or just show up!All are welcome to lead our
assemblies in hymns and responses.Contact Patricia
Thomas 0438 263 036 if you would like to know more.
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ENGAGING

YOUR FAITH
ONLINE SERIES

Catholic Theological College invites you to an online
presentation series featuring nine stand-alone sessions
on a range of themes. For more info, please click here.

Nepal Floods
Appeal

Stand with communities affected by
\ devastating flash floods



https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS
Planned giving receipts for financial year
ending in June 2026 are available at the
back of the church.
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12:00PM
MASS AT ST PATRICK'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH,
CHURCH HILL
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1:00PM
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ON GEORGE WELCOME.

HALL RENOVATION
Due to Hall renovations, parking near the hall will not be
available and pedestrian access will be very limited.
Do phong hoi dang duoc sira chita, ché dau xe gan hoi
trwong sé khdng cé va 16i di bd s& bj han ché rat nhiéu.

. ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH
M.‘,__,w Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the
= f“J Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
2 children and there are activities that allow
i them to engage a better understanding of
the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

ARCHDIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, or
if you are worried about the safety of a child, young
person or vulnerable adult, please know that you are
not alone and that help is available. The Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office is available to listen,
support you, and provide guidance about reporting
options. You can contact the office on (02) 9390 5800 or
at safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may
also wish to speak with your Parish Priest, who can offer
pastoral care and assist you in taking the next step.
The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns
seriously and is required to report criminal matters to
police. If there is an emergency or someone is in
immediate danger, please contact NSW Police on 000.

PARISH FUNDRAISING LUNCH

Our parish Fundraiser Lunch will be held at 12pm on
Sunday 1 November. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for our parish community to come together,
enjoy good company, and support the ongoing needs of
the parish. For more information, please see Sr Elenita
or Tony Cippolla after Mass, or one of the Parish Team.
We warmly encourage parishioners, families and friends

to join us and support this important event.

BUY A TILE.
LEAVE A LEGACY.

Cantribute fo the resteration of 58 Brigid"

the heart of Mareickville,

HOW IT WORKS

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased: Antonio Rizzo, " <
Theresa Frade. Q w%
Anniversaries: Timothy John Jude 2
Thomas, Gregory Thomas Hill, Jeremiah Mahony,
Carmela DeBono, Marie Harkness, Archibald ‘Archi’

Moss, Maria Bep Thi Vo, Catherine Cecilia O’Conor, Maria
Nguyen Thi Tin, Helen Roach, Gillian Sofatzis, Letizia
Tesoriero, Douglas Leonard Ferguson, aPavlovic Jacob,
Jose Luis Da Costa, Kathleen Parry.

Those Carrying Severe lllness: Sienna Mai Cao, Patricia
Palomino, Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred Schiavo, Amalene &
Gerard George, Antonios Gebrael, Belinda Camacho,
Catherine Vella, Charles Chen, Colin Constantinou, Damia
Roumie, Damien Luck, Elizabeth Pizzuto, Gavin Buchel,
Jennifer Alam, George Baraket, Georgina Kaldis, Hudson
& Theo Doak, Huyen Nguyen, Jennifer Alam, Jo Morrison,
John Love, Laurice Sassine, Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan
McAusland, Margaret Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas,
Michael Chrissimos, Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo,
Paul Murphy, Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter
Martin, Richard Hudson, Rosario Poli, Rosie Pazman, Rudi
Presern, Sofi, Tim Jude Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy
Joukhador.

Other Intentions: Jennifer Alam, Joseph Bianchini,
Joseph Farah, Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah.



mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

MASS TEXTS: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Sirach 27:30 - 28:7
Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven.

Response: Psalm 102:1-4, 9-12
The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and
rich in compassion.

Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9
Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! | give you a new commandment: love one
another as | have loved you. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

| tell you that you forgive not seven times
but seventy times seven.

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE

PARISH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
Mon 14 The Exultation of the Holy Cross
Tue 15 Our Lady of Sorrows
Sts Cornelius & Cyprian

Wed 16

7pm RCIA in Parish Centre

Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chéng Ha-sang, and
Companions

Sun 20

2pm Seniors Club meeting
Mon 21 St Matthew, Apostle
Wed 23 7pm RCIA in Parish Centre

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date Lay Min Reader
MONDAY - FRIDAY: M t 6:45am foll dbyE iti dR
ass a : am followe . y xposition and Rosary, Mon 6.45 Vinh N Jim Y
then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by .
9.00 Mary T Liz
Mass at 9am and Rosary.
SATURDAY: Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. Tu9e 06 0'45 Al\llbertTN Y/',ei
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm. : ary €
Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
pm ( ) pm ( ) Wed 6.45 AlbertN  Paul C
SUNDAY: Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm. Sl L Buddy
MINISTRY OF CARE & SUPPORT TO THE AGED AND INFIRMED: Ve - beele — iemell
. . . . . . . 9.00 Thom Thao Joanna
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly
basis, either by Minist fC famil bers. Pl tact the Parish Office t
asis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Paris ice to Eri 6.45 Vinh N Patricia
organise Communion to be taken to those who are home-bound. .
9.00 Tony C Leila W
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first )
. Sat 8.00 Jim Judy
Friday of each month.
WEEKLY ROSTER
Commentators (C) Communion Ministers Acolytes / Collector
MASS & Lectors (L1 & L2) Altar Servers In-charge
TIMES 12 / 13 Sep 19 / 20 Sep 12 / 13 Sep 19 / 20 Sep
Saturd-a.y 5pm C Paul C Michael H V(I)?:_IN \-/rlr:]:l_':l Vinh N JimY.
(Vigil) ::% L$ijlraTN MIO;:a TI b Gabrielle B Carole P Ben, Michael P.
u chae George K Leila W Augustine
Dennis M.
C Emma K Heather K Joanna V Margaret K
Sténday L1 Libby D Stephen O Rebecca B Dennis M Luca ”G Petgr H.
am L2 Marco G Emma K Mary L Joanna V Antpne aG Maria M.
Aiden S
Anthony N Anthony N
Sunday ¢ Al ¢ Susan K Bernadette Y Frank C Albert N Tony C
. L1 Susan K PeterJ Anthony N .
10:30am 0 ltalian Italian Peter J Bernadetter S Josh K Julian P
Joanne M Jenny O 05
. . Tony H, Janna H
Sunday I_Cl LRagla R Charlie E Arthur K Lenore D Charlene E Arthur K
6pm andon O Kevin B Alexis H Lina E Celina E Jackie K
L2 Charlene E Rex H Rex H Arthur K Alexis H




	St Brigid’s, Marrickville
	8577 5670       www.stbrigid.org.au       parish@stbrigid.org.au
	After hours emergency: 0401 772 139
	PARISH TEAM
	24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - 13 September 2026
	PASTORAL MINISTRY CONTACTS
	Adult Faith Formation
	Mary Leask

	Adult Sacraments
	Sr Rosana

	Altar Society
	Fr Doan Sy Ho CP

	Bereavement Ministry
	Sr Elenita & Michael Schiano

	Children’s Sacrament& CCD
	Sr Elenita

	Family Group
	Adrienne & Jonathan Harverson

	Justice & Peace Network
	Peter Jennings

	Liturgy Committee
	Patricia Thomas

	Maintenance
	Michael Daher & Pongia Fenukitau

	Men’s Club
	Arthur Kassis, John Skinner & Mick Ward

	Ministry of Care
	Sr Rosana

	Passionist Companions
	Margaret Turner


	PPC
	Fr Giltus Mathias CP

	PFC
	Paul McCabe
	Sacred Union
	Fr Giltus CP

	Seniors’ Group
	John Freeman & Peggy Blackall

	Vinnies
	Terry Petry

	Youth Group
	Tom & Sasha


	FORGIVENESS - A MERCIFUL HEART
	Dearest Parishioners and Friends,
	Have you ever found it difficult to forgive
	someone who hurt you? Have you ever said,
	“I forgive you, but I cannot forget what you
	did to me”? Have you ever been hurt by
	someone you love?
	And another question: How did you feel
	when someone forgave you? When we make
	a mistake, and someone says, “I forgive you,”
	we feel peaceful. We feel loved. We feel that
	we have another chance,right?
	Today, the Gospel speaks to us about
	forgiveness.
	Peter comes to Jesus and asks, “Lord,
	how many times must I forgive my brother?
	Seven times?” Peter probably thought, “Seven times is already a lot!”
	But Jesus says, “Not seven times, but seventy-seven times,” or “seventy times seven.” Here, Jesus is not asking Peter to do mathematics! Jesus wants to teach him that forgiveness has no limit.
	In the Bible, the number seven is often a sign of fullness and completeness. So Jesus is saying: Do not count how many times you forgive, but keep a merciful heart.
	And I would like to share something a little funny from the Vietnamese language. In Vietnamese, the word for forgiveness is “tha thứ.” We can play a little with these two words.
	“Tha” can remind us of the other person. And “Thứ” has two meanings. 1st is a generous, understanding, and compassionate heart. 2nd is to put yourself in another person’s place, so you can understand and have compassion for them.
	So, in a simple way, we can say that to forgive means to try to stand in the other person’s place, to understand their weakness, and then to respond with love and mercy.
	Of course, I am not giving a Vietnamese language lesson today! But I like this little idea because forgiveness asks us to look beyond ourselves.
	When someone hurts us, we often say, “Look what you did to me!” But forgiveness invites us to ask another question: “What happened in this person’s heart? Why did this person act like this?”
	This does not mean that what they did was right. Forgiveness does not mean that the pain was not real. Forgiveness means that we do not allow anger and hatred to control our hearts.
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	PLEASE PRAY FOR
	Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray,
	your sins will be forgiven.
	The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and
	rich in compassion.
	Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.
	I tell you that you forgive not seven times
	but seventy times seven.


