
Dearest Parishioners and Friends,
For the past few weeks, I have had to live in 
Chennai (Madras), one of India’s great 
metropolitan cities. Chennai is enormous, not 
simply in size, but in movement, sound, colour 
and humanity. More than fourteen million 
people call the greater metropolitan area home. 
Roads seem to be permanently alive: buses, 
cars, motorbikes, auto-rickshaws and 
pedestrians somehow negotiating the same 
few metres of space. There are towering 
apartment blocks, sprawling shopping centres, 
hospitals, universities, technology parks, restaurants and brightly lit storefronts. Life
happens everywhere and seemingly all at once.
I have visited Chennai many times over the years, but usually only for a day or for a
particular appointment. This was the first time I had actually lived in the city for more
than a day or two. And living somewhere is very different from visiting it. A city seen
through the window of a car is one thing; a city encountered slowly, on foot, is quite
another. Because I was far away from my hometown, I needed somewhere affordable
for a religious to stay and, preferably, somewhere close enough to work that I could walk
each morning. Eventually, I found accommodation about twenty minutes away on foot.
Those twenty minutes became an unexpected part of my education. Each morning and
evening I walked through streets that showed me another Chennai, the Chennai that
does not usually appear in advertisements or tourist brochures.
There was the relentless heat, mixed with humidity that seemed to cling to everything.
Dust rose from the roads and settled again on buildings, clothes and faces. There were
narrow lanes and cramped houses where several people appeared to share spaces
smaller than many of our living rooms. Small shops opened directly onto busy streets.
Families cooked, talked, worked and rested within a few feet of passing traffic. People
slept on pavements or beneath whatever shelter they could find. There were elderly
people sitting quietly by the roadside, workers beginning long days before the city was
fully awake, children making a playground out of whatever small space was available to
them.
And then, sometimes only a few hundred metres away, there would be an air-
conditioned shopping complex, a luxury apartment tower, an expensive car waiting at
the traffic lights, or a restaurant where the cost of one evening meal might represent
several days’ wages for someone living nearby.
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The contrast was difficult to miss. Luxury and poverty.
Abundance and scarcity. Glass towers and pavement
shelters. People carrying shopping bags and people
carrying everything they own. And somehow, in the
middle of it all, life continues. That is perhaps what
struck me most.
The poorer parts of the city were not simply places of
sadness. There was laughter there
too. Children played. People shared food. Neighbours
talked across doorways. Tea was poured into small
glasses. Someone swept the few metres in front of their
home with great care. Someone else stopped to help an
elderly person cross the road. People found ways to live,
to love, to laugh and to hope.
It reminded me that human life rarely fits neatly into
the categories we create for it. There is joy in places
where we expect only sorrow, and loneliness in places
where we imagine there must be happiness. There can
be generosity among those who have very little and
tremendous emptiness among those who possess
much.
Perhaps that is why this weekend’s Gospel feels
particularly real to me. Last Sunday, Peter experienced
one of the greatest moments of his life. He recognised
Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
blessed him and declared: “You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my Church.” What a moment. Peter, the
rock. And then we turn the page. Jesus begins to speak
about Jerusalem, suffering, rejection and the cross.
Peter cannot accept it. He takes Jesus aside and tries to
correct him.
And suddenly the man who had just been called Rock
hears: “Get behind me, Satan!” It is one of the most
startling contrasts in the Gospel. Rock and stumbling
block. Faith and misunderstanding. Divine insight and
very human resistance. And both exist in the same
Peter. Perhaps they exist in all of us. We like to imagine
ourselves as consistent people: faithful or doubtful,
generous or selfish, strong or weak, courageous or
fearful. Yet most of us know that the truth is far more
complicated.
On Monday we can be wonderfully patient and on
Tuesday impossible to live with. At one moment we
trust God completely; a few hours later we wonder
where God has gone. We can speak words of great faith
and still become frightened when faith begins to cost us
something. We can be generous and selfish, brave and
afraid, hopeful and discouraged, sometimes all within
the same day.
Peter is not rejected because of this contradiction. He is
loved through it. That is one of the most comforting
truths of the Gospel. Jesus does not abandon Peter
when he gets it wrong. He corrects him, challenges him,
continues walking with him and eventually entrusts the
Church to him.
God seems remarkably comfortable working with

unfinished people. The streets of Chennai reminded me
of something simple; life itself is full of strange
contradictions. Beauty and brokenness often occupy the
same street. Joy and grief can live in the same family.
Gratitude and disappointment can inhabit the same
heart.
Christian faith does not remove those contradictions. Our
faith does not hold us back from life or shelter us
from life's sorrows. It enables us to walk through them
differently. And, mysteriously, even those sorrows can
become a royal path to God. And God is present in the
contradictions of our own hearts, the part of us that is
Peter the Rock and the part that still needs to hear, “Get
behind me.” The good news is that Jesus keeps walking
with both.
Perhaps discipleship is simply learning, day by day, to
walk behind him again. Through the beautiful streets and
the broken ones. Through abundance and emptiness.
Through moments when we feel like a rock and moments
when we know we are anything but. And trusting that
somewhere along that road, even the crosses we did not
choose may become paths leading us more deeply into
the heart of God.

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
This weekend we celebrate 
Social Justice Sunday; it is an 
important moment in the life 
of the Church because it 
reminds us that faith can 
never be separated from the 
realities faced by our sisters 
and brothers. This year, the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 
invite us to reflect on The 
Cost of Our Living: Economic 
and Social Justice for the 
Common Good, recognising 
that behind the language of a 
“cost-of-living crisis” are real people, families skipping
meals, people delaying medical care, struggling with rent,
housing and basic necessities, and carrying the quiet
burden of financial stress. Catholic social teaching calls us
to view these realities through the dignity of every
person, the common good, solidarity and a preferential
concern for those who are poor or vulnerable. Social
Justice Sunday therefore asks more of us than sympathy:
it invites us to notice those who may be struggling beside
us, to listen without judgement, to offer practical support,
to advocate for fairness and to build a community in
which no one is forgotten or left behind. In the words of
the statement, we are called to become “prophets of
hope”, not simply by what we say, but by what we do,
trusting that even small acts of generosity, solidarity and
courage can help create a more compassionate, resilient
and just Australia.



KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
In the coming days, members of our Passionist Holy
Spirit Province will gather for two important Provincial
Assemblies: from 1–3 September in Vietnam and from
8–10 September in Melbourne. The Assemblies are an
important part of our preparation for the Provincial
Chapter, which will be held in July 2027.
A Provincial Chapter is a significant moment in the life of
a religious congregation. Held every 4 years, it brings
members of the Province together to prayerfully reflect
on our life and mission, listen to the realities and needs
of the Church and the world, discern priorities for the
years ahead, and elect the leadership that will serve the
Province. It is not simply an administrative meeting, but
a time of listening, prayer and discernment as we ask
where God may be leading us as Passionists.
These September Assemblies will help begin that
deeper process of reflection and conversation, allowing
members from the different countries, cultures and
ministries of our Province to listen to one another and
to the movement of the Spirit among us.
I ask our parish community to keep these gatherings in
your prayers, and especially to pray for all the
Passionists travelling from across Australia, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Vietnam. May their
journeys be safe, their conversations honest and
generous, and their time together filled with wisdom,
openness and fraternity. Please pray also that, as we
prepare for the Provincial Chapter in 2027, we may
remain attentive to the Spirit and faithful to the
Passionist charism, discerning together how best to
continue proclaiming the love of God revealed in the
Passion of Jesus in our changing world.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Bro Jerome 
Dunn who celebrated his 60  th

Anniversary of Ordination, 
last week.
On behalf of the parish of 
Marrickville, we wish him every
joy on this special occasion.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?
Are you or someone you know curious about the
Catholic faith? Have you been attending Mass with us
and want to take the next step?
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a
welcoming, spiritual journey for adults who: 

Have never been baptized and wish to join the
Catholic Church.
Were baptized in another Christian tradition and
wish to enter full communion with the Catholic
Church.

We gather in a friendly, supportive environment to
share our faith, ask questions, and explore the
teachings of the Church.
Sessions will begin at 7pm on Wednesday 09-09-26 in
the Parish Office. For more information, please contact
Sr Rosanna on 8577 5670 or speak to one of the Parish
team after Mass.









ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH
 Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the 
 Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
 children and there are activities that allow
 them to engage a better understanding of

 the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
 office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

ARCHDIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, or
if you are worried about the safety of a child, young
person or vulnerable adult, please know that you are
not alone and that help is available. The Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office is available to listen,
support you, and provide guidance about reporting
options. You can contact the office on (02) 9390 5800 or
at safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may
also wish to speak with your Parish Priest, who can offer
pastoral care and assist you in taking the next step.
The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns
seriously and is required to report criminal matters to
police. If there is an emergency or someone is in
immediate danger, please contact NSW Police on 000.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Recently Deceased: Justino Alves Martins.
Anniversaries: Dorothy & Allan Hanscombe, Jim & Gladys
Hanscombe, Eric & Caroline Turnbull, Nunziata
Genovese, Phero Pham Cong Dai, Kathleen Zamudio, Bill
Barrett, John Parry, Irene Whitby, Crispulo Latagan, Paul
Massi, Sr Mary Donellan RSM, Maria Mandile, Anthony
Le Van Thach, Gerard Farrugia, Maria Vui Thi Bui,
Giussepe Simone, James Macartney, Nell Lane, Joseph
Shakour, Gloria Lacaua, Paolo Travia, Joseph Obeid,
Carlos Caringal, Joachim Ngoc Thanh Ta, Joseph Thong
Hoang, Eva Amaral, Charles Hockey, Claude Opack,
Assunta Massi, Raymond Cloran, Giovanna Cipolla.
Those Carrying Severe Illness: Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred
Schiavo, Amalene & Gerard George, Antonios Gebrael,
Belinda Camacho, Catherine Vella, Charles Chen, Colin
Constantinou, Damia Roumie, Damien Luck, Elizabeth
Pizzuto, Gavin Buchel, Jennifer Alam, George Baraket,
Georgina Kaldis, Hudson & Theo Doak, Huyen Nguyen,
Jennifer Alam, Jo Morrison, John Love, Laurice Sassine,
Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan McAusland, Margaret
Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas, Michael Chrissimos,
Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo, Paul Murphy,
Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter Martin, Richard
Hudson, Rosario Poli, Rosie Pazman, Rudi Presern, Sofi,
Tim Jude Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy Joukhador.
Other Intentions: Jennifer Alam, Joseph Bianchini,
Joseph Farah, Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah.

HALL RENOVATION
Due to Hall renovations, parking 
near the hall will not be available 
and pedestrian access will be 
very limited.
Do phòng hội đang được sửa 
chữa, chỗ đậu xe gần hội trường 
sẽ không có và lối đi bộ sẽ bị hạn 
chế rất nhiều.

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS
Planned giving receipts for financial year ending in June
2026 are available at the back of the church.

CHRISTMAS @ ST BRIGID’S
St Brigid’s will host a small 
and welcoming lunch for 
parishioners who may 
appreciate the warmth of 
good company and a 
shared festive meal on 
Christmas Day. 
It will be a simple gathering filled with friendship,
conversation and Christmas cheer. We are seeking
expressions of interest, with further information made
available close to the time.  Places will be limited and
registration essential.  Please contact the Parish Office to
register interest in this event.

PARISH FUNDRAISING LUNCH
 Our parish Fundraiser Lunch will be held at 12pm on
Sunday,   1 November.  This will be a wonderful
opportunity for our parish community to come together,
enjoy good company, and support the ongoing needs of
the parish.

For more information, please see Sr Elenita or Tony
Cippolla after Mass, or one of the Parish Team.

We warmly encourage parishioners, families and friends
to join us and support this important event.

PRIESTS’ RETIREMENT FOUNDATION
Next Sunday, 06-09-26, we will be taking up a loose
collection after all Masses for the Priests’ Retirement
Fund.

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


PARISH CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

Fri 4 9am -
3pm

Confirmation Reflection Day in
Church

Sat 5 St Teresa of Calcutta | Intnl Day of Charity

Sun 6
Fathers Day

2pm Celebration of the Order of
Confirmation

Mon 7 Intnl Literacy Day

Tue 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wed 9 7pm RCIA Informatiion Evening

Sat 12 The Most Holy Name of Mary

WEEKLY ROSTER

MASS
TIMES

Commentators (C)
& Lectors (L1 & L2)

Communion Ministers Acolytes / 
 Altar Servers

Collector
In-charge

29 / 30 Aug 5 / 6 Sep 29 / 30 Aug 5 / 6 Sep 5 / 6 Sep

Saturday 5pm
(Vigil)

C
L1
L2

Jan R
Elizabeth B

Paul C

Kelelia F
Michael H

Ofa T

Vinh N
Leila W

Michael H
Kelelia F

Vinh N
Paul C

Elizabeth B
Michael P

Vinh N
Ben,            

Augustine
Jim Y.

Michael P.

Sunday
8am

C
L1
L2

Mary L
Jason G
Esther G

John S
Heather K
Joanna V

Rebecca B
Stephen O
Margaret K

Mary L
Dennis M

John S

Dennis M. 
Luca G

Antonella G
Aiden S

Peter H.
Maria M.

Sunday
10:30am

C
L1
L2

Joanne M
Aiden K
Italian

Mely S
John M
Italian

Anthony N
Tony C
Diana P
Susan K

Anthony N
Tony H
Angie C
Albert N

Albert N
Anthony N

Josh K
Tony C
Julian P

Sunday
6pm

C
L1
L2

Charisse E
Arthur K
Charlie E

Arthur K
Rania R

Landon O

Charlene E
Alexis H
Rex H

Lenore D
Charlie E

Lina E

Tony H, Janna H
Charlene E

Celina E
Alexis H

Arthur K
Jackie K

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE
 
MONDAY - FRIDAY:   Mass at 6:45am followed by Exposition and Rosary,
                                  then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by 
                                  Mass at 9am and Rosary.
 
SATURDAY:     Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. 
                       Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm.
                       Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
 
SUNDAY:         Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm.
 
MINISTRY OF CARE & SUPPORT TO THE AGED AND INFIRMED:
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly
basis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Parish Office to
organise Communion to be taken to those who are home-bound.
 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first
Friday of each month.

MASS TEXTS: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9
The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me.

 Response: Psalm 62:2-6, 8-9
My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Second Reading:  Romans 12:1-2
May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.

 Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 
eyes of our heart that we might see how great is 

the hope to which we are called. Alleluia.

 Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date            Lay Min         Reader

Mon 6.45     Vinh N           Jim Y
   9.00           Mary T            Liz

Tue 6.45       Albert N         Viet
   9.00            Mary T           Viet

Wed 6.45     Albert N       Paul C
   9.00            Liz                 Buddy

Thu 6.45      Paul C         Michael P
   9.00          Thom Thao    Joanna

Fri 6.45         Vinh N         Patricia
   9.00           Tony C          Leila W

Sat 8.00          Jim                Judy
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	I have visited Chennai many times over the years, but usually only for a day or for a particular appointment. This was the first time I had actually lived in the city for more than a day or two. And living somewhere is very different from visiting it. A city seen through the window of a car is one thing; a city encountered slowly, on foot, is quite another. Because I was far away from my hometown, I needed somewhere affordable for a religious to stay and, preferably, somewhere close enough to work that I could walk each morning. Eventually, I found accommodation about twenty minutes away on foot. Those twenty minutes became an unexpected part of my education. Each morning and evening I walked through streets that showed me another Chennai, the Chennai that does not usually appear in advertisements or tourist brochures.
	There was the relentless heat, mixed with humidity that seemed to cling to everything. Dust rose from the roads and settled again on buildings, clothes and faces. There were narrow lanes and cramped houses where several people appeared to share spaces smaller than many of our living rooms. Small shops opened directly onto busy streets. Families cooked, talked, worked and rested within a few feet of passing traffic. People slept on pavements or beneath whatever shelter they could find. There were elderly people sitting quietly by the roadside, workers beginning long days before the city was fully awake, children making a playground out of whatever small space was available to them.
	And then, sometimes only a few hundred metres away, there would be an air-conditioned shopping complex, a luxury apartment tower, an expensive car waiting at the traffic lights, or a restaurant where the cost of one evening meal might represent several days’ wages for someone living nearby.
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