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Dearest Parishioners and Friends, 
In today’s Gospel, what touches me 
most is not simply the miracle of Jesus
healing the daughter of the Canaanite 
woman. What touches me most is the 
heart of a mother. We do not even 
know her name. We know very little 
about her daughter. But we know one 
thing: she is a mother who will do 
anything she can for her child. She 
comes to Jesus because her daughter 
is suffering. She cries out, “Lord, help me!” And then something surprising happens.
Jesus is silent. The disciples become impatient and want her to go away. Yet she does not
leave. She continues to ask. She continues to trust. She continues to hope. And finally,
Jesus says to her, “Woman, you have great faith.”
I think this speaks very deeply to all of us, especially to parents and grandparents.
Perhaps there is someone in your family whom you have been quietly praying for many
years. Maybe you worry about your children or grandchildren. Perhaps they have taken a
different path from the one you hoped for them. Maybe they have drifted away from the
Church or from their faith. Maybe they have become so busy with work, study,
relationships and the pressures of life that God no longer seems to have much place in
their lives.
Undoubtedly, for parents and grandparents, this can be very difficult, even painful. Some
Vietnamese parents have shared with me that they could not force their children to
come to Mass. They could not force their children to believe in God. But I think as
parents and grandparents, we can do something very important: We can keep loving
them. We can keep praying for them. And we can keep placing them in the hands of God.
I think that is what the Canaanite woman teaches each one of us today. She does not give
up, even when God seems silent.
There is another beautiful detail in this Gospel. This woman was a Canaanite. She was an
outsider. She was not part of the people of Israel. Yet Jesus holds up this outsider as an
example of great faith. I think this is a powerful message for us, especially for those of us
who are part of St. Brigid’s Parish. We come from different cultures, different countries
and different backgrounds. Some of us were born here; others came here many years
ago. We may speak different languages and have different traditions. But before God,
what matters most is not where we come from. What matters is the faith we place in
Him, just as the Canaanite woman did.
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I think we all know the story of St. Monica. For many years, she prayed for her son Augustine. She did not see the answer
immediately. She waited. She persevered. She continued to trust. Eventually, Augustine returned to the faith and became one
of the great saints and teachers of the Church. St Monica teaches us, especially all the mothers something very important: God
has His own time. Our task is not to control the outcome. Our task is to remain faithful.
So perhaps today Jesus is saying to each one of us, especially to parents and grandparents: “Do not give up praying for your
children and grandchildren you love.” Because faith is not always about seeing the answer. Sometimes faith is simply refusing to
give up.
When we continue to pray for someone we love, we are placing that person into the hands of God. And as long as we continue
to pray, there is still hope. The Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel came to Jesus with nothing except her faith and her love for
her daughter. And Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith.”
May the Lord give us that same faith - a faith that keeps praying, keeps trusting, and never gives up. And may we always
remember: If a loving Canaanite mother never gives up on her child, how much more will God never give up on us as His
beloved children. Amen.

FIRST SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
This weekend, our parish celebrates a very special and
joyful occasion: the first Holy Communion of 68
children. We warmly welcome these children and their
families as they come to the altar to receive Jesus in the
Eucharist for the first time.
Last Friday, we had a wonderful Reflection Day with the
children. It was a day filled with joy, friendship, prayer,
and preparation. It was beautiful to see the children
enjoying the day together. Their smiles, energy, and
enthusiasm reminded us that our faith is something to
be celebrated with joy.
During the day, we shared lunch together, practised the
liturgy, and spent time preparing our hearts for this
important celebration. The children also received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, allowing them to
experience God’s forgiveness and love as they prepared
to receive Jesus in Holy Communion.
As these 68 children receive Jesus for the first time, we
pray that this will not simply be a special day for them
to remember, but the beginning of a lifelong friendship
with Jesus. May they continue to come to Mass, listen
to God’s Word, receive the Eucharist, and discover more
and more how much Jesus loves them.
On behalf of the Parish Team and the St Brigid’s family, I
would like to give thanks to the Children’s Sacrament
Team, the Adult Faith Formation Team, and, of course,
to the children’s parents, teachers, catechists, and all
those who have accompanied and prepared them for
this important moment in their faith journey.
As a parish community, let us rejoice with these
children and their families and continue to pray for
them as they begin this beautiful journey with Jesus.
To our 68 First Holy Communion children:
Congratulations! May Jesus always be your friend, your
strength, and your joy. May He remain close to you and
guide you throughout your lives.

PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES
This weekend, our parish has the joy of presenting our
Confirmation candidates to the parish community as they
continue their journey towards receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation.
Over the past two weeks, the candidates and their parents
have been gathering each Monday at our Primary School for
their Confirmation sessions. These sessions allow them to
learn more about their faith, reflect on the meaning of
Confirmation, and prepare their hearts to receive the gifts of
the Holy Spirit.
There are still two sessions to come: “The Gifts of the Spirit,”
presented by Robert Gascoigne next Monday, 17 August 2026,
and “Sent On Mission,” presented by John McGrath on
Monday, 24 August 2026. We encourage our candidates and
their parents to continue this journey with open hearts and
enthusiasm.
As a parish community, we warmly welcome our Confirmation
candidates and their families, and we thank all who
accompany and support them throughout this important
journey. Let us continue to pray for our candidates. May the
Holy Spirit guide them, strengthen them, and help them to
grow in faith, courage, and love for Jesus.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?
Are you or someone you know curious about the Catholic
faith? Have you been attending Mass with us and want to take
the next step?
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a welcoming,
spiritual journey for adults who: 

Have never been baptized and wish to join the Catholic
Church.
Were baptized in another Christian tradition and wish to
enter full communion with the Catholic Church.

We gather in a friendly, supportive environment to share our
faith, ask questions, and explore the teachings of the Church.
Sessions will begin at 7pm on Wednesday 09-09-26 in the
Parish Office. For more information, please contact Sr Rosanna
on 8577 5670 or speak to one of the Parish team after Mass.

HALL RENOVATION: Due to Hall renovations, parking near
the hall will not be available from Monday 16-08-26 and
pedestrian access will be very limited.
Do đang sửa chữa hội trường, việc đậu xe gần hội trường sẽ
không khả dụng từ thứ Hai 26-08-16 và lối đi bộ sẽ rất hạn
chế.

PARISH SOCIAL EVENT
Tickets for the Parish Social Event are available outside each
Mass this weekend. Tickets are $75 for a 6-course meal. For
more information, please speak with Tony Cipolla or Sr Elenita.

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS
Planned giving receipts for financial year ending in June 2026
are available at the back of the church



PLEASE PRAY FOR
Recently Deceased: Barbara Loja.
Anniversaries: Ferruccio & Annamaria Visintin, Joseph
Bianchini, Maureen Power, Mary Patricia Brock, John
Ernest Parry, Freda Mary Thomas, Grace Yeo, Sayed
Ibrahim Yammine, Jose Parungao, Anne Margaret Eager,
Budawi Attie.
Those Carrying Severe Illness: Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred
Schiavo, Amalene & Gerard George, Antonios Gebrael,
Belinda Camacho, Catherine Vella, Charles Chen, Colin
Constantinou, Damia Roumie, Damien Luck, Elizabeth
Pizzuto, Gavin Buchel, Jennifer Alam, George Baraket,
Georgina Kaldis, Hudson & Theo Doak, Huyen Nguyen,
Jennifer Alam, Jo Morrison, John Love, Laurice Sassine,
Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan McAusland, Margaret
Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas, Michael Chrissimos,
Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo, Paul Murphy,
Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter Martin, Richard
Hudson, Rosario Poli, Rosie Pazman, Rudi Presern, Sofi,
Tim Jude Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy Joukhador.
Other Intentions: Jennifer Alam, Joseph Bianchini,
Joseph Farah, Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah.

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS of
SVdP IN INNER WEST SYDNEY

Celebrating 1926-2026 100 years of practical support
for those experiencing hardship. 
Three local Conferences - Concord-West, Enfield and
Dulwich Hill - are celebrating this important milestone.  
Mass will be celebrated at 7pm on Thursday 20 August
at St Joseph's Church, Enfield. 
Refreshments in the hall. 
All members, friends, and parishioners are welcome. 

THANK YOU
Recently, the cross in front of our parish was
unfortunately painted/sprayed by someone. Thankfully,
the paint has now been cleaned and removed, and the
cross has been restored to its proper appearance.
I would like to sincerely thank Van (Peter Nguyen Van
Tot), who kindly gave his time and energy to clean and
remove the paint from the cross. His willingness to help
and care for our parish is greatly appreciated.
May God bless you for your generosity and all that you
do to care for and support our parish community.

ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH
 Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the 
 Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
 children and there are activities that allow
 them to engage a better understanding of

 the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
 office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

ARCHDIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, or if
you are worried about the safety of a child, young person
or vulnerable adult, please know that you are not alone
and that help is available. The Safeguarding and Ministerial
Integrity Office is available to listen, support you, and
provide guidance about reporting options. You can contact
the office on (02) 9390 5800 or at
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
wish to speak with your Parish Priest, who can offer
pastoral care and assist you in taking the next step.
The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns seriously
and is required to report criminal matters to police. If there
is an emergency or someone is in immediate danger,
please contact NSW Police on 000.

CHRISTMAS @ ST BRIGID’S
St Brigid’s will host a small and welcoming lunch for
parishioners who may appreciate the warmth of good
company and a shared festive meal on Christmas Day. It
will be a simple gathering filled with friendship,
conversation and Christmas cheer. We are seeking
expressions of interest, with further information made
available close to the time.  Places will be limited and
registration essential.  Please contact the Parish Office to
register interest in this event.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO FR. JOACHIM REGO CP
This Sunday, we give thanks to God 
as Fr. Joachim celebrates his 72nd 
birthday! For us as a parish 
community, Fr Joachim’s life and 
ministry have been a great gift. 
After many years of serving the 
Church in Rome as Superior General
of the Passionists, he has humbly 
joined us here in our parish 
community. Through his priestly 
ministry, his presence, prayers, guidance, and care for the
St. Brigid community, he has shared with us not only his
time, energy, wisdom, and experience, but also his faith
and love for Jesus – the One who called him to follow
Him as a Passionist.
On this special occasion, we thank God for Fr. Joachim
and for all that he has been and continues to be to our
parish community. We pray that the Lord will continue to
bless him with good health, joy, peace, and strength. 
Happy Birthday, Fr Joachim!

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


PARISH CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2026

Mon 17 7pm Confirmation Session at school

Wed 19
World Humanitarian Day

7pm RCIA

Thu 20 St Bernard

Fri 21 St Pius X

Sat 22
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

11am Mass of San Lupo

Sun 23 St Rose of Lima TOSD

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE
 
MONDAY - FRIDAY:   Mass at 6:45am followed by Exposition and Rosary,
                                  then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by 
                                  Mass at 9am and Rosary.
 
SATURDAY:     Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. 
                       Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm.
                       Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
 
SUNDAY:         Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm.
 
MINISTRY OF CARE & SUPPORT TO THE AGED AND INFIRMED:
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly
basis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Parish Office to
organise Communion to be taken to those who are home-bound.
 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first
Friday of each month.

WEEKLY ROSTER

MASS
TIMES

Commentators (C)
& Lectors (L1 & L2)

Communion Ministers Acolytes / 
 Altar Servers

Collector
In-charge

15 / 16 Aug 22 / 23 Aug 15 / 16 Aug 22 / 23 Aug 8 / 9 Aug

Saturday 5pm
(Vigil)

C
L1
L2

Ofa T
Jim Y

Leila W

Leila W
Chihn Q

Michael H

Vinh N
Kelelia F

Michael P
Thu H

Vinh N
Gabrielle B
George K
Carole P

Vinh N
Ben,            

Augustine
Jim Y.

Michael P.

Sunday
8am

C
L1
L2

Heather K
Marco G
Libby D

Stephen O
Emma K
Esther G

Joanna V
John S

Margaret K

Dennis M
Joanna V

John S

Dennis M. 
Luca G

Antonella G
Aiden S

Peter H.
Maria M.

Sunday
10:30am

C
L1
L2

Dana T
Diana P
Italian

Lina M
Julian P
Italian

Anthony N
Peter J

Joanne M
Frank C

Anthony N
Bernadette S

Jenny O
John M

Albert N
Anthony N

Josh K
Tony C
Julian P

Sunday
6pm

C
L1
L2

Laura P
Charlie E
Arthur K

Landon O
Jasmin C
Rania R

Alexis H
Rex H

Lenore D

Charlie E
Lina E

Kevin B

Tony H, Janna
H

Charlene E
Celina E
Alexis H

Arthur K
Jackie K

MASS TEXTS: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 First Reading: Is 56:1, 6-7
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain

 Response: Ps 66:2-3, 5-6, 8
O God, let all the nations praise you!

Second Reading:  Rom 11:13-15, 29-32
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable

 Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the

kingdom and healed all who were sick. Alleluia!

 Gospel: Mt 15:21-28
Woman, you have great faith.

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date          Lay Min         Reader

Mon 6.45    Vinh N           Jim Y
   9.00          Mary T            Liz

Tue 6.45      Albert N         Viet
   9.00          Mary T           Viet

Wed 6.45    Albert N       Paul C
   9.00          Liz                 Buddy

Thu 6.45     Paul C         Michael P
   9.00         Thom Thao    Joanna

Fri 6.45        Vinh N         Patricia
   9.00          Tony C          Leila W

Sat 8.00        Jim                Judy
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