
Dearest Parishioners and Friends, 
Today's Gospel is rich in symbolism, offering many 
images that invite us to reflect more deeply on our 
own journey of faith. One of the most powerful
images in this Gospel is the sea. The disciples are 
not standing safely on the shore. They are in a small 
boat in the middle of the sea, surrounded by strong 
winds and waves. Their boat is fragile, and they find 
themselves facing a situation that is beyond their 
control. This boat can be understood as a symbol 
of human life. Each of us journeys through the sea of life. There are moments of joy,
peace and happiness, but there are also moments when we encounter storms – times
of suffering, uncertainty, fear and loss. In these moments, we may feel vulnerable and
wonder how we can continue our journey.
The experience of the disciples in the Gospel reminds me of the French philosopher
Gabriel Marcel, who offers a profound insight into the human condition. He
distinguishes between a problem and a mystery. A problem is something that stands
before us. It is something we can examine, analyse and solve. For example, when our
mobile phone stops working properly, we can look for the cause and try to find a
practical solution. Sometimes it may need a software update, a simple repair, or
perhaps even a replacement. These are problems that can usually be resolved through
knowledge and practical solutions. 
However, Marcel reminds us that not everything in life can be treated as a problem.
There are deeper realities that cannot be completely explained or controlled. Love,
suffering, death, hope and faith belong to what he calls the mystery of human
existence. A mystery is not something we stand outside of and solve. It is something we
enter into with our whole being. We may not always receive complete answers, but
through faith we discover meaning and recognise God’s presence in the midst of our
experiences.
This perspective helps us to understand today’s Gospel. The storm faced by the disciples
is not only a storm of wind and waves; it is also a storm within the human heart. Their
fear reveals the struggle that every person experiences when we are called to trust God
in moments of uncertainty. When Jesus comes walking on the water, He does not first
calm the storm. Instead, He comes to the disciples in the middle of the storm. His
presence becomes their source of courage and hope. He invites Peter to step out of the
boat not because Peter has all the answers, but because he is called to trust the One
who calls him. Peter does step out in faith. But when Peter shifts his attention or takes
his eyes off Jesus and focuses only on the wind and waves, fear takes direct control, and 
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 he begins to sink. This is a powerful image of our own spiritual journey.Sometimes our greatest struggle is not only
the difficulties we face, but the temptation to lose sight of Christ who is always walking beside us. Like the disciples,
we all experience storms in life. We all face questions that do not always have easy answers: How do I remain
faithful when the storms of life come? Where can I find strength when I feel weak? How can I continue my journey
when I cannot see clearly what lies ahead? Why does suffering happen? Why does God sometimes seem silent?
These are not simply problems to be solved quickly; they are mysteries that invite us to trust more deeply in God.
The deeper message of today's Gospel is not only that Jesus has power over the sea. It is that Jesus enters into the
fears, struggles and uncertainties of human life. He comes to remind us that we are never alone. When Peter cries
out, “Lord, save me,” Jesus immediately reaches out His hand. This is the heart of faith: not having all the answers,
but knowing that Jesus is always with us in the storm.
May we learn from St Peter to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. May we have the courage to step out in faith when 
Jesus calls us, trusting that even when the wind and the waves are strong, and our faith is weak, His hand is always
reaching out to save us.

CONFIRMATION SESSION 1 of 4

Last Monday, we gathered in our favorite place - the
Primary School Hall for the first Confirmation session of
this year, with the theme “Start the Journey”, 
presented by Margaret Kelly. It was a joyful occasion as
many families came together, with parents bringing
their children to begin this important journey of faith
preparation. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm of
our Confirmation candidates and the support of their
families as they took the first steps towards receiving
the Sacrament of Confirmation. This journey is a special
time for them to deepen their faith, strengthen their
relationship with Jesus, and discover the guidance and
gifts of the Holy Spirit. We look forward to our second
session next Monday (10/08/26), with the topic
“Magnifica Humanitas”, presented by Mary Leask. This
session will explore the Church’s reflections and
perspectives on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and how we
can approach this important topic with faith and
wisdom. Everyone is warmly invited to come along and
take part in this interesting discussion.

CHRISTMAS @ ST BRIGID’S
St Brigid’s will host a small, welcoming lunch for
parishioners who may otherwise spend the day on their
own or away from their usual family circle on Christmas
Day. Whether through bereavement, family being away,
studying far from home or simply those who would like
to gather, guests are invited to share a festive meal,
warm conversation and the joy of Christmas in good
company. We are seeking expressions of interest, with
further information made available closer to the time.
Places will be limited and registration essential. Please
contact the Parish Office to register interest in this
event.

THE FEAST OF ST. MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP
On 8 August, we celebrated the Solemnity of St. Mary of
the Cross MacKillop, Australia’s first canonised saint.
Born in Melbourne in 1842, Mary MacKillop dedicated
her life to serving God through education and care for
the poor, especially children from disadvantaged
families. Together with Fr. Julian Woods, she founded
the Sisters of St Joseph, who continue her mission of
bringing hope, compassion, and faith to communities
across Australia and beyond. St. Mary of the Cross
MacKillop is remembered for her deep trust in God, her
courage in times of difficulty, and her commitment to
doing “what needs to be done” with love and humility.
May her example inspire us to live our faith with greater
generosity, perseverance, and trust in God’s providence.



PLEASE PRAY FOR
Anniversaries: Maggie Malgorzata Narkiewicz, 
Dante De La Cruz, Maria Theresia Indraguati Widjaja,
George Sippel, Dominic Pham Van Quy, Endriawati
Widjaja, Johannis Peter Climax, Hanna Dahdah, Masi
Togia Lafo, Scott Worland, Reginald Kilmartin, Michel &
Andre Wehbe, Maria Hong Thi Ngo., Pavlovic Kataca,
Patrick Thompson, Anna Hoang, Thi Mien, Terry Kelly.
Those Carrying Severe Illness: Hudson Doak, Theo
Doak, Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred Schiavo, Amalene &
Gerard George, Antonios Gebrael, Belinda Camacho,
Catherine Vella, Charles Chen, Colin Constantinou,
Damia Roumie, Damien Luck, Elizabeth Pizzuto, Jennifer
Alam, George Baraket, Georgina Kaldis, Hudson & Theo
Doak, Huyen Nguyen, Jennifer Alam, Jo Morrison, John
Love, Laurice Sassine, Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan
McAusland, Margaret Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas,
Michael Chrissimos, Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo,
Paul Murphy, Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter
Martin, Richard Hudson, Rosario Poli, Rosie Pazman,
Rudi Presern, Sofi, Tim Jude Thomas, Tina Schino,
Wendy Joukhador.
Other Intentions: Jennifer Alam, Joseph Bianchini,
Joseph Farah, Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah.

PARISH YOUTH GROUP - BAKE SALE THIS WEEKEND
This weekend, the St Brigid's Youth Group will be
hosting a bake sale from 8am - 12pm. Please come and
support the youth - proceeds of this fundraiser will be
going towards the works of the youth and World Youth
Day 2027 in Korea.

POSITION VACANT  -  Senior Administration Officer
The Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua
New Guinea is seeking applications for this position.
Based at Stanmore, the role can be full-time or part-
time, as suits the successful applicant. Enquiries to
Vivian Meloni on 0438 001 840.

ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH
 Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the 
 Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
 children and there are activities that allow
 them to engage a better understanding of

 the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
 office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

ARCHDIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
If you or someone you know has experienced abuse, or if
you are worried about the safety of a child, young person
or vulnerable adult, please know that you are not alone
and that help is available. The Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office is available to listen, support
you, and provide guidance about reporting options. You
can contact the office on (02) 9390 5800 or at
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
wish to speak with your Parish Priest, who can offer
pastoral care and assist you in taking the next step.
The Archdiocese takes all safeguarding concerns seriously
and is required to report criminal matters to police. If
there is an emergency or someone is in immediate
danger, please contact NSW Police on 000.

Last Friday, I had the great joy of welcoming around
150 students from different schools across Sydney to
our parish for the Sydney Catholic Youth Gathering. It
was a privilege for our parish community to open our
doors and provide a welcoming space where young
people could come together, celebrate their faith, and
experience the joy of belonging to the wider Catholic
family.
Throughout the day, I was deeply encouraged to see
and experience the enthusiasm, energy and faith of
these young students. Through many activities,
conversations, music and moments of sharing, they
had the opportunity to form new friendships,
strengthen existing relationships, and discover the
beauty of walking together as young people of faith.
Personally, one of the most touching moments of the
gathering was the time of Eucharistic Adoration. In the
peaceful presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,
the students were invited to move beyond the noise
and busyness of everyday life and spend time with the
Lord. It was a beautiful reminder that, at the heart of
all our activities and friendships, Jesus is the one who
brings us together and gives meaning to our lives. I felt
a deep sense of hope for the future of our Church.
These young people are not only the Church of
tomorrow; they are an important part of the Church
today. Their faith, joy and willingness to come together
are signs of God’s presence working among us.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Sydney
Catholic Youth leaders and, of course, to our parish
youth leaders, who together organised this wonderful
gathering. Thank you very much for your dedication,
generosity and service. Through your kindness, love,
and commitment, you have given these young
students the opportunity to come together in faith and
friendship. Also, through your efforts, St. Brigid’s
parish was able to become a place of welcome,
friendship, connection and encounter with God.
May the Lord continue to bless all the young people,
guide them in their journey of faith, and help them
always remember that they are loved by God.

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org


PARISH CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2026

Mon 10 7pm Confirmation Session at school

Tue 11 St Clare

Wed 12
St Jane Frances de Chantal

International Youth Day

7pm RCIA

Fri 14
St Maximilian Kolbe OFM Conv

9am First Holy Communion Reflection
Day

Sat 15 The Assumption of the BVM

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE
 
MONDAY - FRIDAY:   Mass at 6:45am followed by Exposition and Rosary,
                                  then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by 
                                  Mass at 9am and Rosary.
 
SATURDAY:     Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. 
                       Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm.
                       Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
 
SUNDAY:         Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm.
 
MINISTRY OF CARE & SUPPORT TO THE AGED AND INFIRMED:
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly
basis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Parish Office to
organise Communion to be taken to those who are home-bound.
 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first
Friday of each month.

WEEKLY ROSTER

MASS
TIMES

Commentators (C)
& Lectors (L1 & L2)

Communion Ministers Acolytes / 
 Altar Servers

Collector
In-charge

8 / 9 Aug 15 / 16 Aug 8 / 9 Aug 15 / 16 Aug 8 / 9 Aug

Saturday 5pm
(Vigil)

C
L1
L2

Laura N
Michael P
Kelelia F

Ofa T
Jim Y

Leila W

Vinh N
Elizabeth B

Paul C
Ofa T

Vinh N
Kelelia F

Michael P
Thu H

Vinh N
Ben,            

Augustine
Jim Y.

Michael P.

Sunday
8am

C
L1
L2

Libby D
Joanna V

John S

Heather K
Marco G
Libby D

Mary L
Rebecca B
Stephen O

Joanna V
John S

Margaret K

Dennis M. 
Luca G

Antonella G
Aiden S

Peter H.
Maria M.

Sunday
10:30am

C
L1
L2

Bernadette S
Frank C
Italian

Dana T
Diana P
Italian

Anthony N
Angie C
Albert N

Bernadette Y

Anthony N
Peter J

Joanne M
Frank C

Albert N
Anthony N

Josh K
Tony C
Julian P

Sunday
6pm

C
L1
L2

Laura P
Charlie E
Arthur K

Laura P
Charlie E
Arthur K

Lenore D
Charlene E

Arthur K

Alexis H
Rex H

Lenore D

Tony H, Janna
H

Charlene E
Celina E
Alexis H

Arthur K
Jackie K

MASS TEXTS: 19thSunday in Ordinary Time

 First Reading: 1 Kgs 19:9, 11-13
Go out and standon the mountain before the Lord God.

 Response: Ps 84:9-14
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading:  Rom 9:1-5
I would willingly be condemned if it could

 help my people.

 Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word.

Alleluia!

 Gospel: Mt 14:22-33
Command me to come to you over the water.

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date          Lay Min         Reader

Mon 6.45    Vinh N           Jim Y
   9.00          Mary T            Liz

Tue 6.45      Albert N         Viet
   9.00          Mary T           Viet

Wed 6.45    Albert N       Paul C
   9.00          Liz                 Buddy

Thu 6.45     Paul C         Michael P
   9.00         Thom Thao    Joanna

Fri 6.45        Vinh N         Patricia
   9.00          Tony C          Leila W

Sat 8.00        Jim                Judy
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