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	Dearest Parishioners and Friends,
	Recently, I accidentally tread on a book by Robert  Fulghum titled All I Really Need to Know I  Learned in Kindergarten, probably written  while I was still crawling. The book carries a  truth that is both simple and unsettling:  it reminds us that some of the deepest lessons  of life were not learned when we became clever,  successful, busy, or important, but that the most  important things were the simple things we knew before we became too busy to remember them. When we were still young enough to wonder, to trust, to say sorry, to share, to receive, and to believe that life was not something to be controlled but something to be received with gratitude. This Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus blesses the Father for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to little children, not because he is against learning, intelligence, study, or wisdom, but because he knows how easily the human mind can become so full of information, opinions, anxieties, arguments, and self-importance that there is no longer any room left for wonder, humility, tenderness, or the quiet presence of God. We live in a world where we know more than ever before, where news reaches us before we have even had our morning coffee, where opinions arrive faster than facts, and where our minds can become like overpacked suitcases filled with things we carry around simply because we have forgotten how to put them down. Yet, with all this information, we are not always wiser; with all our connection, we are not always less lonely, and with all our progress, we are not always more peaceful. Into that world, and into the tiredness of our own daily lives, Jesus speaks again these deeply healing words: “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.” He does not say, “Come to me when you have understood everything,” or “Come to me when you have finally managed your life properly,” or “Come to me when you have proved your worth,” but simply, “Come to me,” which means come with your tired heart, your unfinished story, your worries, your failures, your questions, and your longing for a peace that the world cannot give. There is something profoundly comforting in the fact that Jesus does not add another burden to those who are already struggling, because so much of life already weighs heavily on people: the parent quietly worrying about the family, the young person anxious about the future, the elderly person carrying loneliness, the worker trying to make ends meet, the parishioner grieving silently, and the many people who smile

	CONGRATULATIONS!
	In those years, their ministry reached into the everyday life of parishioners and families. They were present at the altar, in the schools, in homes, in hospital rooms, around kitchen tables, beside grieving families, and among young people searching for direction. They celebrated baptisms where new life was welcomed, weddings where love was blessed, funerals where grief was held with tenderness, and countless Eucharists where the parish gathered to be nourished and strengthened. They listened to people in their struggles, offered reconciliation and encouragement, walked with families through difficulty, and helped many rediscover hope when life felt heavy.

