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Dearest Parishioners and Friends,

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus offers words that are
not easy to hear: “Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me... whoever does
not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy
of me.” When we hear these words, it’s natural to
feel unsettled. Is Jesus truly asking us to love our g
families less? Or is there a deeper invitation beneath the challenge?

| don’t think Jesus is asking us to love less. Instead, he calls us to love more truthfully and
deeply. He asks us to recognise that even our most cherished bonds, family, culture,
nation, friendship, political loyalty, and even our religious identities, must never take the
place of God. When they do, these loyalties risk becoming idols. And when that happens,
they can demand sacrifices: our conscience, our compassion, our fairness, and
sometimes even our ability to see another person as a beloved child of God.

This is a timely Gospel for us. We live in a world where contempt has become almost
normal. It’s everywhere: in politics, public debates, the media, on social platforms, and
sadly, even in our churches and families. Disagreement is no longer enough; we seem to
need enemies. Instead of genuinely listening and engaging, we label, dismiss, mock, and
cancel. Too often, people on every side convince themselves that their anger is righteous,
their contempt justified, and their lack of charity somehow aligned with the Gospel.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ never gives us permission to hate. It never gives us permission
to despise. It never gives us permission to treat another human being as disposable, even
when we strongly disagree with them. To follow Jesus is not to belong to a tribe that
hates better than other tribes. To follow Jesus is to carry the cross, and the cross is not a
weapon we use against others. It is the shape of love when love becomes costly.

One of the phrases that I've gotten familiar with in Australia is “fair go.” At its best, that
instinct is deeply Christian. It says that every person deserves dignity, that the weak
should not be crushed, that neighbours matter, and that no one should be written off.
But these days, even here, in our own society, it is becoming harder to listen across
differences. Whether the issue is religion, migration, Indigenous justice, cost of living,
sexuality, war, climate, politics, or the future of our young people, we are tempted to
retreat into camps where everyone thinks like us and where the other side becomes less
human.

Jesus asks something more demanding. He says, “Whoever receives you receives me.” He
reminds us that even a cup of cold water given to a little one is noticed by God and will
not be forgotten. In other words, the true test of discipleship is not simply whether we
are right, but whether we can still receive Christ in the other person, especially in the
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small, the wounded, the difficult, the stranger, and even the one who unsettles or disagrees with us.

This does not mean that truth does not matter. It does not mean that we avoid hard conversations or pretend that
everything is the same. Jesus himself spoke truth clearly and courageously. But he never allowed truth to be
separated from love. Once truth becomes an excuse for cruelty, it is no longer the truth of Christ. Once faith becomes
a reason to despise, it is no longer Christian faith. Once politics or ideology asks us to hate our neighbour, a Christian
must say: " My first loyalty is to Christ.

That is what Jesus means when he says we must love him above father and mother, son and daughter. He is not
destroying human love; he is purifying it. He is reminding us that no family pressure, no cultural expectation, no
political party, no public opinion, no church faction, and no personal grievance can take the place of God.

The Christian question is not: “Who is on my side?” The Christian question is: “Am | on the side of Christ?”

And Christ is always found where mercy is practised, where dignity is defended, where forgiveness is attempted,
where the poor are remembered, where the stranger is welcomed, and where a cup of cold water is offered without
calculation.

Perhaps this week, the Gospel invites us to look honestly at our own hearts. Who have | stopped seeing as a person?
Whose pain have | dismissed because they belong to the “other side”? Where have | confused loyalty to my group
with loyalty to Christ? Where have | let my faith become a shield for hardness of heart?

The cross we are asked to carry today may not look dramatic. It may simply be the cross of refusing to slip into
contempt. The cross of listening before judging. The cross of speaking truth without letting it become harshness. The
cross of welcoming someone who feels unwelcome. The cross of offering a cup of cold water when every instinct in
us wants to walk away. That is not a weakness. That is discipleship.

Because in the end, the Gospel is not a tribe. The Gospel is not hatred dressed up as holiness. The Gospel is Christ
himself, and Christ is love, truth, mercy and sacrifice made flesh. To be worthy of him is not to love less. It is to love
with a heart made larger by the cross.

HOLY FATHER’S APPEAL 2026
Our parish, in union with all parishes around the world, will
couples and their families for a special day hold the annual Holy Father’s Appeal next weekend — 4% and
of faith, fellowship, and family. 5% July — for which we ask your support. Through your gift,
you can help Pope Leo XIV bring hope, faith, and the spirit of
Christ to our less fortunate brothers and sisters around the
world. Thank you. -

Sacred Union invites young married

19" July 2026

Mary MacKillop Place 4 Ways to give:
7-11 Mount Street, North 1. Scan to donate:
S}'r(.ll'l.{_‘,_\" 2. Online:

www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-holy-fathers-appeal
3.Phone: 1800 753 959
4 Through our parish collection.

10:30 am: Visit Mary
MacKillop Museum

LITURGY CORNER: CRUCIFIX
RSVP by 14" July via OR code At the beginning of Mass, the crucifix is often carried at
or this link the front of the procession. This is not simply a practical
custom or a decoration. It tells us something very
important: we do not gather in our own name; we follow
Christ. The crucifix leads the ministers and the people
towards the altar because the whole Mass flows from the
death and resurrection of Jesus. Before we hear the
Word, before we bring forward the gifts, before we
receive Holy Communion, the Cross reminds us of the
love that has saved us. In a world where power, success
and comfort often lead the way, the Church begins
differently. We are led by the Crucified One, by love
poured out, mercy offered, and life given for others. So
when we see the crucifix entering the church, we are
invited to place our own joys, burdens, wounds and
hopes behind Christ, and to follow him again. The Mass
begins as every Christian life must begin: with our eyes
fixed on Jesus.

11:45 am: Mass in the
Chapel.

Followed by lunch at
Monte Sant' Angelo Mercy
College. Entrance via 27
McLaren Street,

North Sydney

#:n“!!f-‘* CASIMIR CATHOLIC COLLEGE MARRICKVILLE

= ENROLLINGNOW

Year 7 2028 New Students & beyond

College Tours Now Available
Register your expression of interest in a College Tour:
htpsorms.gle/CY IvwiWolkiYoHeh T8
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CONGRATULATIONS!
This weekend, Jenny and Tony will receive the Dempsey
Medal at St Mary’s Cathedral, recognising their generous
service to the life and mission of the Church. As a parish
community, we offer them our heartfelt congratulations
and gratitude. Their quiet dedication, faithfulness, and
commitment are a blessing to St Brigid’s and to the wider
Church. May this recognition be a moment of joy for them
and their families.

St Brlgld S Church
Restoration

Fundralsmg Progress
65

Goal:

$650,000

Raised:

$242,000

Remaining:

$408,000

_%}} Thank you for your generosity and support. y &{’
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......‘1-\) ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH

A J Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the
v5° Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
children and there are activities that allow
them to engage a better understanding of
the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.

BUY A TILE. -~
LEAVE A LEGACY.

Contribute o the resteration of 5 E.rug:u';
= the heart of Marrickville
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PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those Recently Deceased: Patricia McManus, Diva Polli,
Kevin Eaves, Nondas Sfakis

Anniversary of Death for: Celina Rego, George Harb,
Joesph Yamine, Elizabeth Lim, Deborah Blinkhorne, Bryan
Yeo, Francis Kennedy, Doreen Roots, Houda El-Lakkis,
Margaret Madden, Wacek Kupidura, John & Ada Wood,
Phyllis Mc Guckin, John Ward, Alexandre Santos, Rosalia
De Zamora,

Those Carrying Severe lliness:

Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred Schiavo, Amalene & Gerard
George, Antonios Gebrael, Belinda Camacho, Catherine
Vella, Colin Constantinou, Damia Roumie, Damien Luck,
Elizabeth Pizzuto, Jennifer Alam, George Baraket,
Georgina Kaldis, Huyen Nguyen, Jennifer Alam, John Love,
Laurice Sassine, Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan McAusland,
Margaret Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas, Michael
Chrissimos, Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo, Paul
Murphy, Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter Martin,
Richard Hudson, Rosie Pazman, Rudi Presern, Sofi, Tim
Jude Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy Joukhador.

Other Intentions: Joseph Bianchini, Joseph Farah, Wendy
Lamb, Josephine Farah




MASS TEXTS: 13th Sunday in Ordinary time PARISH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2026
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11,13-16 Sun 28 10.30am | Dempsey medal @Cathidral
This is a holy man of God; let him rest here
Wed 01 10.30am | Denroma B/H Mass
Response: Psalm
For ever | will sing the goodness of the Lord. First Friday Annointing 6.45am &9am
Second Reading: Romans 6:3-4,8-11 Fri 03 school t break
When we were baptised, we went into the tomb chool term brea
with Christ, so that we too might live a new life : :
Sat 04 5.00 pm | 50th Anniversary Fr Tiernan & Fr John
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 14th Sunday in ordinary time
holy people. Praise God who call you out of darkness Sun 05
and into his marvellous light. Alleluia. 9.00 am | Baptism Prep

Gospel: Matthew 10:37-42
Anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date Lay Min Reader
LITURGICAL TIMETABLE
MONDAY - FRIDAY: Mass at 6:45am followed by Exposition and Rosary, M90r(1)(§3.45 I\\//:Q:] ’}ll. JLIIan A
then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by ’ Y
Mass at 9am and Rosary. Tue 6.45 AlbertN  Viet
SATURDAY: Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. 9.00 Mary T Viet
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm.
Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese). Wed 6.45 Albert N Paul C
N ] 9.00 Liz Buddy
SUNDAY: Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm.
Thu 6.45 Paul C Michael P
MINISTRY Ol-j CARE & SU.PPOR'I.' TO TI-!E AGEI? AND INFIRMEP. . o 9.00 Thom Thao Joanna
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly basis, either
by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Parish Office to organise Communion to i g 45 Vinh N Patricia
be taken to those who are home-bound. 9.00 Tony C Leila W
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first Friday of each .
month. Sat 8.00 Jim Judy
WEEKLY ROSTER
Commentators (C) Communion Ministers Acolytes / Collector
& Lectors (L1 & L2) Altar Servers In-charge
MASS
TIMES
27-28 June 4-5 July 27-28 June 4-5 July 27-28 June
Saturday 5pm C JanR Paul C \%TSFT Jubilee Vinh N Jim Y
(Vigil) L1 Paul C Kelelia F Michael P Celebration Ben, Michaei p
L2 Michael H Gabrielle B : (priests) Augustine ’
LeilaW
. Dennis M.
Sunday C Jason G Emma K John S Dennis M Luca G Peter H.
L1 Esther G Joanna V Margaret K Joanna VvV :
8am Antonella G Maria M.
L2 John S Stephen O Mary L Rabecca B .
Aidan S
Anthony N Anthony N
Sunday I_Cl JoDanneTM | Melly ?\/I Tony H Albert N AAItk;‘ert NN Tony C
10:30am 5 Itarl]'a ol?(nlr)e Angie C Peter ) nJ %nlz Julian P
atlan afian Bernadette Y Joanne M 0s
. . . Tony H, Janna H
sunday C Kevin B C_harlle E Arthyr K Charlie E Charlene E Arthur K
L1 Charisse E joyce O Alexis H Rex H : :
6pm : A Celina E Jackie K
L2 Oscar P Rex H Lina E Kevin B :
Alexis H
SAFEGUARDING OFFICE
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused,
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office on
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or 9390 5810. You may also speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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	small, the wounded, the difficult, the stranger, and even the one who unsettles or disagrees with us. This does not mean that truth does not matter. It does not mean that we avoid hard conversations or pretend that everything is the same. Jesus himself spoke truth clearly and courageously. But he never allowed truth to be separated from love. Once truth becomes an excuse for cruelty, it is no longer the truth of Christ. Once faith becomes a reason to despise, it is no longer Christian faith. Once politics or ideology asks us to hate our neighbour, a Christian must say: " My first loyalty is to Christ. That is what Jesus means when he says we must love him above father and mother, son and daughter. He is not destroying human love; he is purifying it. He is reminding us that no family pressure, no cultural expectation, no political party, no public opinion, no church faction, and no personal grievance can take the place of God. The Christian question is not: “Who is on my side?” The Christian question is: “Am I on the side of Christ?” And Christ is always found where mercy is practised, where dignity is defended, where forgiveness is attempted, where the poor are remembered, where the stranger is welcomed, and where a cup of cold water is offered without calculation. Perhaps this week, the Gospel invites us to look honestly at our own hearts. Who have I stopped seeing as a person? Whose pain have I dismissed because they belong to the “other side”? Where have I confused loyalty to my group with loyalty to Christ? Where have I let my faith become a shield for hardness of heart? The cross we are asked to carry today may not look dramatic. It may simply be the cross of refusing to slip into contempt. The cross of listening before judging. The cross of speaking truth without letting it become harshness. The cross of welcoming someone who feels unwelcome. The cross of offering a cup of cold water when every instinct in us wants to walk away. That is not a weakness. That is discipleship. Because in the end, the Gospel is not a tribe. The Gospel is not hatred dressed up as holiness. The Gospel is Christ himself, and Christ is love, truth, mercy and sacrifice made flesh. To be worthy of him is not to love less. It is to love with a heart made larger by the cross.
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	LITURGY CORNER: CRUCIFIX At the beginning of Mass, the crucifix is often carried at the front of the procession. This is not simply a practical custom or a decoration. It tells us something very important: we do not gather in our own name; we follow Christ. The crucifix leads the ministers and the people towards the altar because the whole Mass flows from the death and resurrection of Jesus. Before we hear the Word, before we bring forward the gifts, before we receive Holy Communion, the Cross reminds us of the love that has saved us. In a world where power, success and comfort often lead the way, the Church begins differently. We are led by the Crucified One, by love poured out, mercy offered, and life given for others. So when we see the crucifix entering the church, we are invited to place our own joys, burdens, wounds and hopes behind Christ, and to follow him again. The Mass begins as every Christian life must begin: with our eyes fixed on Jesus.
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