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Dearest Parishioners and Friends,

This is my third reflection on the latest encyclical on
Al; I should probably pause before artificial
intelligence becomes a parishioner with complaints.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus looks at the crowds and
is moved with compassion because they are “harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” He then
says to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few,” and sends the
Twelve out to proclaim the Kingdom, heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise the dead and
cast out evil. He ends with those powerful words: “You received without charge; give
without charge.”

This Gospel gives us a beautiful lens through which to reflect on Pope Leo XIV’s first
encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas. Though the document focuses on Artificial Intelligence,
its deeper concern is not technology itself. Its backbone is the Church’s Social Teaching.
At its heart is the same concern we see in the Gospel: the suffering, dignity and future of
the human person.

Jesus does not begin with concepts. He begins by seeing people. He sees their confusion,
their wounds, their vulnerability and their need for guidance. That is also where the
Church’s Social Teaching begins. It does not begin with systems, politics, economics or
technology. It begins with the human person, especially those who are most at risk of
being forgotten.

At first glance, Magnifica Humanitas may appear to be simply an encyclical about Al. It
speaks of digital power, data, algorithms, robotics, communication, work, truth, freedom
and new forms of control. But beneath these modern concerns lies something much
older and deeper: the Church’s constant mission to defend human dignity and promote
the common good.

Pope Leo XIV places today’s digital revolution in continuity with Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum
Novarum of 1891. Leo Xlll responded to the industrial revolution, the dignity of workers,
the struggle between capital and labour, and the danger of profit becoming more
important than people. Pope Leo XIV now responds to the digital revolution, the
concentration of technological power, and the moral questions raised by Al.

The situations are different, but the Gospel question is the same: when new forms of
power arise, will they serve the wounded and weary crowds, or will they leave them
even more harassed and helpless?

Catholic Social Teaching is so important because it gives us a moral compass. It teaches
us to ask not only, “What can technology do?” but “Whom does it serve?” “Who
benefits?” “Who is excluded?” “Who becomes invisible?” “Who is protected?” These are




deeply Gospel questions. The common good asks whether technology serves society as a whole or only the interests
of a few. Al cannot be judged only by speed, profit, convenience or efficiency.

The deeper question is whether it helps families, workers, communities and nations to flourish. When technological
power is concentrated in the hands of a few corporations or powerful groups, the common good becomes fragile.
The universal destination of goods also takes on new meaning in the digital age. Traditionally, this principle reminds
us that the goods of creation are meant for all, not only for the privileged. Today, this includes data, digital platforms,
technological knowledge and access to new tools. If these are controlled only by a few, a new form of inequality
emerges. Some become owners of the digital future, while others become passive users, shaped by systems they do

not understand.

Subsidiarity reminds us that decisions should be made as close as possible to the people affected by them. This is a
powerful challenge in a world where many decisions are made by distant corporations, hidden algorithms or
automated systems. Families, schools, local communities and nations must not be reduced to spectators. People

must remain participants in decisions that shape their lives.

Solidarity asks us to look at technology through the eyes of the vulnerable. Will Al help the poor, the elderly, the
isolated, the sick, the displaced and those without access to education? Or will it deepen the divide between the
connected and the forgotten? A digital future that leaves people behind cannot be called truly human.

In the Gospel, Jesus does not only feel compassion; he sends his disciples. Compassion becomes mission. The
disciples are sent to heal, restore, liberate and proclaim that the Kingdom of God is near. This is also the task of the
Church today. We are called not merely to admire progress, nor simply to fear it, but to shape it with conscience,

justice and love.

The final words of Jesus in the gospel this week are: “You received without charge; give without charge.” Knowledge,
gifts, creativity and power are never meant to be hoarded. They are entrusted to us for service. This is a direct
challenge to a world where technology can easily become a tool of profit, control or exclusion.

Magnifica Humanitas reminds us that Al must not become the master of human life. It must remain a servant of
truth, justice, freedom and the common good. Like the disciples in the Gospel, the Church is sent into the world with
compassion, to see the crowds, to notice the wounded, to defend the forgotten, and to ensure that every new power

serves the dignity of the human person.

The harvest is still plentiful. The labourers are still few. And in this digital age, the mission remains the same: to make
the Kingdom of God visible by placing human dignity, compassion and justice at the centre of everything we build.

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL

We will be having our annual Christmas
Appeal the weekend of 13" and 14™
June. There will be collections at each
Mass. You can also make a payment,
and receive a tax receipt, with the QR
code.Help make a difference in the
Marrickville community. We thank you
for your continued support.

“Seat for Generations” Campaign
Leave a prayerful legacy at St Brigid’s

As part of the restoration of St Brigid’s Church,
parishioners, families, and friends are invited to
dedicate a pew through our “Seat for Generations”
Campaign. A pew dedication is a meaningful way to
honour a loved one, give thanks, or leave a lasting
legacy in this sacred place.

A dedication contribution begins at $1921, marking the
year our church was built. Pews may be dedicated in
memory of, in gratitude, or to honour someone special.
A limited number of pews are available and will be
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

For more information or to reserve a pew dedication,
forms are available at the parish office.

LITURGY CORNER: SERVING AT MASS

Through Baptism, we all share in the common priesthood
of Christ and are called to take part in the Church’s
prayer and mission. The Mass is not something we simply
attend, but something we celebrate together as the Body
of Christ. Readers, altar servers, musicians, acolytes,
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, collectors,
welcomers, and others help the community worship with
reverence, order, and joy.

Please prayerfully consider taking part in one of these
ministries. Your presence and service can make a real
difference to our parish community

HAPPY FEAST OF ST ANTHONY

This weekend, we extend our
warm wishes to the Italian
community as they celebrate
the Feast of St Anthony.
Though St Anthony is a saint
lovingly shared across many
cultures, he holds a very special
place in the heart and

faith of the Italian community.
May St Anthony’s prayers bring blessings, joy, and
renewed faith to all who celebrate his feast.
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Sacred Union invites young married couples
and their families for a special day of faith,
fellowship, and family.

July 19" 2026

Mary MacKillop Place - North Sydney
Details to follow
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. Fundraising Progress
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100%
Goal:

$650,000

Raised:

$192,000

Remaining:

$458,000

29.5% -

of goal reached ~~

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Final Date for PPC nominations is Sunday, 14™ of June.

ST BRIGID’S LITTLE CHURCH

gﬁﬂy Little Church is the Children’s Liturgy of the
e Ng | Word, when the Gospel is explained to the
children and there are activities that allow
them to engage a better understanding of
the message of the Gospel. Please contact the parish
office or see Sr Elenita if you can help for 30 minutes.
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BUY A TILE.
LEAVE A LEGACY.
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HOW IT WORKS

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Those Recently Deceased: Les Pleasance, Peter
Duncombe, Patricia McManus

Anniversary of Death for: Wahebe and Elias Estephan,
Joanne Therese Carbone, Dolores Da Silva, Rosa Batista,
Penny Huttons, Antonia Farrugia, Vilma Vella, Vincenzo
Genovese, Elsie Lunjas, Maria Dahdah, Angelo Di
Tommaso, Nunziata Biviano, Mary Lakiss, Boulos Lakiss,
Harold Turner, Thi Dep Tran, Margaret Said, Peter James
Killalea,

Those Carrying Severe lliness:

Agnes Sonju Wong, Alfred Schiavo, Amalene & Gerard
George, Antonios Gebrael, Belinda Camacho, Catherine
Vella, Colin Constantinou, Damia Roumie, Damien Luck,
Elizabeth Pizzuto, George Baraket, Georgina Kaldis, Huyen
Nguyen, Jennifer Alam, John Love, Laurice Sassine,

Leonardo, Lidia Obeid, Llyan McAusland, Margaret
Barrett, Mary Angela Thomas, Michael Chrissimos,
Michael Natoloczny, Pauline Zerbo, Paul Murphy,

Penelope Lincoln, Peter Buchel, Peter Martin, Richard
Hudson, Rosie Pazman, Rudi Presern, Sofi, Tim Jude
Thomas, Tina Schino, Wendy Joukhador.

Other Intentions:
Leila Walsh, Joseph Bianchini, Joseph Farah,
Wendy Lamb, Josephine Farah




MASS TEXTS: 11th Sunday in Ordinary time
First Reading: Exodus 19:2-6
| will count you a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.

Response: Psalm
We are his people: the sheep of his flock

Second Reading: Romans 5:6-11
Now we have been reconciled by the death of his Son, surely
we may count on being saved by the life of his Son

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The kingdom of God is near;
repent and believe the Good News!
Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 9:36-10:8
The harvest is rich but the labourers are few

LITURGICAL TIMETABLE

PARISH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2026

sun7 1.30 pm | St Anthony’s Feast
7.00 pm | Youth
Tue 16 9.30am | Ashfield NH Mass
Thu 18 10.30am | Funeral Patricia McMauen
2.00pm | 100 days Kindy mass
Fril2
7.00pm | Tongan Community Mass
Sun 21 12th Sunday in ordinary time
2.00pm | Serniors Group

DAILY MORNING MASSES

Date Lay Min Reader
MONDAY - FRIDAY: Mass at 6:45am followed by Exposition and Rosary, . .
then Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am, followed by Mon 6.45 Vinh N J|.m Y
Mass at 9am and Rosary. 9.00 Mary T Liz
SATURDAY: Mass at 8am followed by Holy Rosary. Tue 6.45 Albert N Viet
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4.15pm. 9.00 Mary T Viet
Mass at 5pm (Livestreamed) and 6.30pm (Vietnamese).
. . Wed 6.45 Albert N Paul C
SUNDAY: Mass at 8am | 10.30am (bilingual) | 4pm (Vietnamese) | 6pm. 9.00 Liz Buddy
MINISTRY OF CARE & SU.PPOR'I.' TO TI-!E AGEI? AND INFIRMEP: . o Thu 6.45 Paul C Michael P
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes and in their homes on a weekly basis, either 900 Thom Thao Joanna
by Ministers of Care or family members. Please contact the Parish Office to organise Communion to ’
be taken to those who are home-bound. Fri 6.45 Vinh N Patricia
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 6.45am and 9am Mass on the first Friday of each ~ 9.00 Tony C Leila W
month.
Sat 8.00 Jim Judy
WEEKLY ROSTER
Commentators (C) Communion Ministers Acolytes / Collector
& Lectors (L1 & L2) Altar Servers In-charge
MASS
TIMES
13-14 June 20-21 June 13-14 June 20-21 June 13-14 June
. . Vinh N Vinh N -
Saturday S5pm ¢ bt erel Elizabeth B Lelelia F Elizabeth B Vinh N JimY.
(Vigil) S I\/Flklla V:/P CT.'hnYo* Gabrielle B Carole P A Bent,. Michael P.
ichae im Paul C OfaT ugustine
Dennis M.
sunday C John S Stephen O John S Rebecca B Luca G Peter H.
8am L1 Mary L Marco G Mary L Joanna V Antonella G Maria M
L2 Heather K Libby D Dennis M Stephen O . )
Aidan S
Anthony N Anthony N
Sunday I_Cl Ber:ac!etée S B Dar&at'z S Bernadette S Tony C AAItk;‘ert NN Tony C
10:30am 5 I’Pgl!e erlr](al.e € Jenny O Diana P nJ %nlz Julian P
atlan afian John M Susan K 0s
. Tony H, Janna H
Sunday I_Cl Lenore D Laura P Lex H Lina E Charlene E Arthur K
6pm Rania R Landon O Lenor_e D Kevin B Celina E Jackie K
L2 Charlene E Arthur K Charlie E Charlene E Alexis H

SAFEGUARDING OFFICE

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know have been abused,
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office on
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or 9390 5810. You may also speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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