
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Brigid’s Marrickville 
In the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia 

Est 1886. Under the Pastoral Care of the Passionists since 1887 
 

392 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville 2204 
PO Box 237, Marrickville NSW 1475 

 

Tel: 8577 5670    Email: parish@stbrigid.org.au 
 

Web:  www.stbrigid.org.au  FaceBook:  St Brigid’s Marrickville  
 

Parish Team: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

One Family, Alive in Christ 
 

We stand at the Crossroads of life for many people. 

Fr Tom McDonough CP                              
Sr Elenita Flores CP 

Fr Wilbard Sambati CP 
Sr Rosana Estoque CP                 

Dcn Joseph Sy Ho Doan CP  
Elena (Len) Di Perna                                         

Fr Giltus Mathias CP 
Fr Paul Kien Nguyen Ba CP 
James Yeo - Safeguarding Officer 
Pongia Fenukitau 
Jenny Solo 

Pastoral Ministry Contacts 
 

Adult Sacraments: 

Sr. Rosana 

Bereavement Ministry:  

Sr Elenita/Michael Schiano 

CCD in State Schools:      

Sr Elenita  

Children’s Sacraments:    

Sr Elenita 

Ecumenical & Interfaith:  

Jim Yeo   

Family Group:           

Adrienne & Jonathan  

Harverson  

Justice & Peace Network:  

Peter Jennings 

Liturgy C’tee:       

Sr. Rosana 

Maintenance C’tee:   

Michael Daher/Pongia 

Fenukitau 

Men’s Club:  

Arthur Kassis, John Skinner,  

Mick Ward 

Ministry of Care:       

Fr Kien CP 

Safeguarding Officer:  

Jim Yeo 

Seniors’ Group:       

John Freeman/Richard 

Gonsalves 

Youth & Young Beacons   

Jenny Solo &  

Kristen Roehrig 

Third Sunday of Advent - Year B 
 

17th December 2023 
 

St Brigid’s Parish Marrickville, acknowledges and pays respect to the traditional owners of the land on which it is built,  
the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. 

Dear sisters, brothers and friends in the Parish Family, 
 
Rose -Rejoicing-Gaudete Sunday  
After our “rose”, “Rejoicing” Sunday this weekend, when we light the  
rose-pink candle of Joy, there will be eight more sleeps till Christmas 
Day. Advent, like the whole year, is passing very quickly.  But the  
arrival of Christmas will not lessen our Advent yearning, our Advent 
prayer, for a better world.  We know the angels will sing their “Glory to 
God in the highest” on Christmas night, but on Boxing Day, it will be 
up to us to make real the second line of their song -‘and peace on earth 
to people of good will”.   
 
Carols at St Brigid’s 
Last Saturday night, the church lawns were packed with families who came to 
sing carols.  After a 40 degree day, the welcome breeze - wind- brought relief 
and didn’t lessen the joy that was so evident.  It seemed like hundreds of  
children having the most wonderful time.  Our choirs and musicians singing 
up a storm.  And then everyone spell bound at the wonderful fireworks, the 
Hallelujah Chorus being sung to accompany them.  SO much joy and good 
will.  And so many were visitors, -  but, in fact,  there are no ‘visitors’ on such 
an occasion, we are all  neighbours, family, all of us wishing such harmony 
and happiness could be everyone’s, everywhere. 
 

So a huge thank you to the many parishioners and families who 
organised, co-ordinated, set up, served, played and sang, and 
cleaned up afterwards.  Along with so many volunteers,  a  
special thanks gore to our parish secretary, Elena, to Pedro 
Moreira and the Men’s Group,  to all the chorus and  
musicians, and the cooks and servers at the food stalls.    

                                            A BIG THANK YOU.   
 
School News 
Our primary school children finally finished this week, and both Casimir and 
St Brigid’s staff and teachers  had a final mass to end the year.  We wish them 
a wonderful holiday. 
 
Last week, the Sydney Catholic Schools, after advertising, short listing and 
interviews appointed Yvonne Taouk as the Religious Education Coordina-



 

 

 tor.  Yvonne as been the acting REC for the past 
year. She went to school here in the parish, taught 
here as a young teacher, and now much experi-
enced, comes back in the permanent role.  We con-
gratulate and welcome her.  In the interviews, 
Casimir and Yvonne herself both spoke of building 
parish-college connection as a chief priority.  So, 
Casimir’s Principal - Carmelina Eusson,. Deputy 
Principal - Ms Alyce Khaliffe, and REC -Yvonne, 
are all past pupils of St Brigid’s Girls High 
School, now Casimir College. 
 

Christmas Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a wonderful 
opportunity to grow closer to God. Priests will be 
available on Saturday 23rd 
from 3.30pm. (please note 
the earlier start time) 
 

Kind regards  
Tom cp Don’t forget to check out our PIETY STALL 

 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards  
now available 
Stoles and candles for Baptism,   
donated crocket items and  
baby Jesus for Christmas,  
Columban Holy calendars for  
2024.   
Large variety of cards for all occasions. 

 

Open after weekend Masses 

Inviting parents and their children to join our  
Christmas pageant for Christmas day  

10.30am Mass. 
Practice will be on: 

18th December 3.00 - 4.30pm 
20th December 3.00 - 4.30pm 
22nd December 4.00 - 5.00pm 

Help is needed by parents for the practice sessions. 
If you can help or your child is interested in  

participating in the pageant  please see Sr Elenita 
or email your interest to elenita@stbrigid.org.au 

The more the merrier!!!! 

HELP NEEDED 
We have an urgent need to support the extended  

family of one our neighbours, an Australian citizen, 
who’s family is in grave danger in one of the  

world’s trouble spots.   
 

This family of 19 have all been granted Australian  
visas and will, with your help, be leaving danger to join 
us here in the Newcastle region.   
 

We are seeking to raise $20,000 to cover the cost of 
transportation to and visas for a relatively safe neigh-
bouring country, where the family will be able to  
access the Australian diplomatic mission for the  
region.  Some of the funds raised will also be used to 
house and feed the family in the safe country, while 
documentation is complete and flights to Australia are 
arranged. We have not identified the countries involved 
to avoid exposing the family who are in hiding. 

 

We are deeply appreciative of any support you are able 
to offer, and look forward to one day soon sharing a 
meal with our new friends at a welcome picnic. 
 

Please contact Pauline on 0490 141 196 if you have 
any further queries 

Christmas Mass Times 
 

Reconciliation - Saturday 23rd at 3.30pm 
 

Christmas Eve - Sunday 24th 
9.00am 

4.00pm (Vietnamese) 
 6.00pm Vigil with children’s pageant 

Carols at 11.30 followed by Midnight Mass  
 

Christmas Day - Monday 25th 
8.00am 

10.30am with children's pageant,  
4.00pm (Vietnamese) 



 

 

 

Recently Deceased:  Jack Jackson,  Giovanna Spataro 
 

Death Anniversaries: Teresa Jennings, Hanneh El-Lakiss Farah, Vincenzo Lipari, Jackie Longley, 
Dominico Nguyen Van An, Br Rupert Francis Kelly FMS, Francisco Caires, Netty Too, Maria Do Thi Bui, 
Antonia Cabida, Maria Nguyen Thi Thao, Fr Timothy O’Toole CP, Clare Fuller 

 

Carrying Severe Illness:  Elizabeth Pizzuto, John Thomas, James Misingongo, Buena Ong, 
Phil Drew, Steven Para, Mary Angela Thomas, Lidia Obeid, George Clavigo, Huyen Nguyen,  
Georgette Khoury, John Love, George Bugeja, Penelope Lincoln, Paul Darbyshire,  
Leonardo Sofi, Mely Siasat, Carmel King, Maria Caccamo, Roma & Michael Natoloczny,  
Fr Christopher Mithen CP,  Sharon Micallef,  Paul Massi 

 

Other intentions:  Joe Farah, Josephine Farah, Wendy Lamb, Pam Desmond  

ADVENT REFLECTION 2023 
 

Fr Tom along with Fr Giltus and the Liturgy  
Committee, are organizing a parish-wide  

Advent reflection.   
 

This program is designed to help all of us gain a 
deeper understanding of the Advent season.  

 
Come join us in the parish office 
on Mondays at 7.00pm and be a 

part of this parish journey. 
 

The last session will be held on  
Monday 18th December. 

St Mary’s Cathedral spectacular  
Christmas celebrations in Sydney. 

 
December 14  - 25th 

Theme: The Twelve Days 
of Christmas 

 
Christmas market stalls, 

musical acts and activities 
in the special, free family 
event open to everyone. 

 
The cathedral will also be 
open each night until the 
extended time of 10pm, 

CAROLS FOR PEACE:  

Join Archbishop Fisher and a Choir &  

Orchestra of 70 musicians for this very special  

ceremony "Carols for Peace".   

FRI 22 DEC (7PM) ~  

St Mary's Cathedral.  

ENTRY BY DONATION:  

All funds raised support Aid to the Church in Need 

& its charity works in The Holy Land & Ukraine.  

Tickets strictly limited  

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  

www.carolsforpeace.org 

ST VINCENT de PAUL -  
CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

 
Dear Parishioners,  

We would like to thank you for your  
generous donations towards our Christmas  

Appeal this year. We have received $29,000, and 
around 100 hampers which will go a long way  

towards assisting our community. 
 

A special thanks goes to St Brigid’s Primary School 
and Casimir Catholic College for the amazing 

Christmas hampers that have already been  
delivered to families also Financial Services  

                  Council who volunteer every year to 
help us deliver. 

 
       Have a Happy Christmas! 

The parish office will be closed from  
Thursday afternoon, 22 December and  
reopen on Monday 8th January, 2024 

 

Our staff wish you a very  
Holy Christmas  

and a Happy and Safe New Year. 

http://www.carolsforpeace.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH CALENDAR 2023 

 
 

DECEMBER 

17th Sun   Third Sunday of Advent 

  12.00pm Baptisms 

  2.00pm  Senior’s group 

  2.00pm  Baptism 

18th Mon 7.00pm Advent Reflection 

18th Mon   3.00pm Christmas Pageant Practice 

  7.00pm Vietnamese Reconciliation 

19th Tues 7.00pm Volunteers Thank you 

20th Wed 3.00pm Christmas Pageant Practice 

21st Thurs   Parish Office Closes 

22nd Fri 4.00pm Christmas Pageant Practice 

23rd Sat 3.30pm Christmas Reconciliation 

24th    Christmas Eve 

    Fourth Sunday of Advent 

25th Mon 8.00am Christmas Day Mass 

Liturgical Timetable 
 

Mon - Wed - Fri:  Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am followed by Mass at 9.00am and Rosary  

Tues:    Mass at 6:45am 

Thurs:        Mass at 6.45am followed by Rosary  

Saturday:   Mass at 8:00am followed by Holy Rosary 

    Reconciliation: 4.30pm.  Mass: 5.00pm (Livestreamed)   and 6.30pm (Vietnamese) 

Sunday:    Mass at 8.00am  |  10.30am (bilingual)  |  4.00pm (Vietnamese)  |  and 6pm. 

 

Ministry of Care & Support to Aged and Infirm 
 

Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes & in their homes on a weekly basis, either by Ministers    
of Care or family members. Blessing for the Ministers will be given after Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 9.00am Mass on the first Friday of each month .   

Safeguarding Office:  
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know have 
been abused, please contact the police.  Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office on 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or 9390 5810.  You may also speak to your Parish Priest  who will be able to  

provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  

Sunday Mass Liturgical Ministries Roster 

  
Lectors/Commentators Communion Ministers Acolytes / Altar Servers 

Collector 

In-charge 

  
  

16/17th Dec 23/24th Dec 16/17th Dec 23/24th Dec 16/17th Dec 23/24th Dec  

Saturday 
5:00pm 

Com: Karen W 

Reader: Michael P 

Com: Robert W 

Reader: Elizabeth 

Paul C 
Michael H 
Margaret H 
Vinh N 

Michael P 
Carole P 
Leila W 
Ofa T 

M. Dillon 
Vinh N.  
Sophia N.  

M. Dillon 
Vinh N.  
Sophia N.  

Jim Yeo 
Michael P. 

Sunday 
8:00am 

Com: Joseph F 

Reader: Ester G 

Com: Mary L 

Reader: Geoffrey L 

Stephen O 
Margaret T 
Dennis M 

F. Seufale 
Margaret K 
John S 

Dennis  M. 
Vinh N. 
Agustine E 

Dennis  M. 
Vinh N. 
Agustine E 

Peter  H.   
Maria M. 

Sunday 
10:30am 

Com: Joanne M 

1st: Mely S 

2nd: Italian 

Com: Peter J 

1st: Bernadette 

2nd: Italian 

Angie C 
Frank C 
Peter J 
Tony H 

Sue K 
Jenny O 
Bernadet S 
Albert N 

Albert N  
Anthony N  

Albert N  
Anthony N  

Tony C.  
Giuseppe S 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

Com:  Charlie E 
Reader: Lina E 

Sr Rosana 
Arthur K 
Jackie K 

Kevin B 
Tony H 

Tony H. 
Charlene E. 
Celina E. 
Alexis H. 

Tony H. 
Charlene E. 
Celina E. 
Alexis H. 

Arthur K. 
Jackie K 

Mass Texts:  Third Sunday of Advent 
 

First Reading: Is 61:1-2, 10-11 
I exult for joy in the Lord. 
 
Response: Lk 1:46-50, 53-54 
My souls rejoices in my God. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Thess 5:16-24 
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and 
body, for the cominf of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:   
R. Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia!  
 
Gospel:  Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one 
who is coming after me. 


