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We stand at the Crossroads of life for many people

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD - YEAR C
09 January 2022

St Brigid’s Parish Marrickville, acknowledges and pays respect to the traditional owners of the land
on which it is built, the Gadigal people of the Eora nation
CALLED AND SENT:
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEAR C

'As a grown man that's what I always wanted to hear
from my father,' Steve said bitterly, 'and now it's too late
because he's dead.' Tears came to his eyes as he let himself feel for the first time the deep hurt he had been
There’s this young family man called ‘Steve’, who
carrying. 'Perhaps there’s something you can do about it,'
couldn't believe what he had just done. In the middle of
the priest's homily, he suddenly left his wife and children Fr Paul replied. 'Let's pretend that your dad is sitting right
here in this chair.' He pulled an empty chair over and
in the pew and walked out. He felt so angry that he
couldn't sit still a minute longer. But he had no idea what placed it in front of Steve. 'Tell him how you feel. Don't
leave anything out.'
his anger was about. Rather than embarrass his family
further, he walked home from Mass on his own.
Steve stumbled over his words at first, but after a few
That afternoon he talked the matter over with his wife
moments, he spoke passionately, pouring out everything
Sue, but neither of them could work out why he felt so
he wanted to say to his father. When he was finished,
angry. So, he made an appointment with his priest for the Fr Paul looked at him and said, 'What do you think your
following Tuesday night. Fr Paul suggested: 'Tell me
father would say to all that?' Steve thought for a minute
everything you remember about Sunday morning, start- and then replied: 'I think he would say what he used to
ing with all you spoke to when you arrived at church, and say when I was upset and afraid as a child. He would
everything you can remember about the Mass.' Steve out- pick me up, give me a big bear hug, and say: "Steve,
lined all the people he had spoken to, and what was said I love you. There's nothing to worry about. That's my
as best he could remember. But nothing stood out from
boy".' When Steve left Fr Paul's office, he felt that a
the conversations which shed light on the source of his
heavy load had dropped from his shoulder and that he
anger. He then made an accurate summary of the flow of was at peace.
the Mass up till the gospel. But he couldn't remember
There are times in our lives when we need a parent, or
what the gospel was about.
some significant other, to reassure and encourage us,
It's interesting,' Fr Paul said, 'how you remember well the someone to tell us who we are, why we matter, and why
first two readings, but haven't got a clue about the gospel. they have high hopes for us.
So, let me remind you.' The priest pulled a missal down
The time had come in the life of Jesus when he too
from the shelf and read the gospel. As Steve heard the
familiar words about John the Baptist and the baptism of needed reassurance and encouragement to find a new
direction in his life. Luke, in our gospel story, tells us
Jesus, he became aware that he did remember hearing
how this need was met. It happened at his baptism by
them on Sunday, but it was not till Fr Paul came to the
John in the River Jordan. What happened is cast in
last words of the text that he knew what his anger was
dramatic language. From the open heavens, the
about:
comforting and empowering Holy Spirit comes down on
him like a dove. A voice from heaven speaks:
‘And a voice
'You are my Son the Beloved; my favour rests on
spoke from
you.
heaven, “You
are my Son, the
After this experience of hearing God speaking to him on
one whom I
the banks of the River Jordan, Jesus understands that the
love; I am very
time has come for him to begin his work on earth as
pleased with
God’s Son and Servant.
you”.'

The words of the prophet Isaiah in our First Reading
come to him. ‘” Console my people, console them,” says
your God.’ It’s as though Jesus has just heard God the
Father saying to him: 'I have chosen you for this mission.
Go to my people. Tell them that I love them. Show them
that I love them. Gather them together and bring them
back to me.'

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
FIRST COLLECTION (Passionists
SECOND COLLECTION (Parish)

If you would like to join our Planned
Giving system and support our parish
on a regular basis and also receive a
30% tax deduction please contact the
parish office
parish@stbrigid.org.au

Now that he knew what was expected of him there
would be no holding back. As we heard in our Second
Reading: 'He sacrificed himself for us to set us free from
all wickedness and to purify a people ... who would have
Parish Office Closure Dates
no ambition except to do good.’ That’s why he laid
down his life for others - to his very last breath and his
The parish office will re-open on Monday 10th Januvery last drop of blood.
ary, 2022.
We too, all of us, are dearly and deeply loved by God.
He is our Father too. We are his sons and daughters. We
have been made so by our baptism. We are also sisters
and brothers of Jesus. We have been joined to his person
at our baptism and sent out on the very same mission as
Jesus – to show and tell people everywhere just how
much God loves them.

For emergencies, please call the emergency phone
0466 065 774
Latest Covid Update: as of 27 December 2021

As you would be aware, as of 27 December 2021 the
government has once again updated the COVID-related
regulations for places of worship.
For the sake of clarity:
As we celebrate his baptism and ours in our Eucharist
today, then, can we re-open our hearts to God as people  Churches are open to all people regardless of
on a mission, as persons called and sent? Can we hear
vaccination status.
him saying to us once again those words that in effect
 There is no density limit for churches.
Jesus heard from God: 'I have chosen you for this mis Wearing Face Mask is mandatory
sion? Go to my people. Tell them that I love them. Show  All members of the congregation are permitted to
them that I love them. Gather them together and bring
sing.
them back to me’? And having re-heard them, can we re-  QR Codes & our check-in procedures, are to conimagine ourselves as persons deliberately reaching out to
tinue.
others with the heart of Jesus all through this coming
Weddings and Funerals
year, re-imagine ourselves reaching out as missionaries
Anyone can now attend a wedding or funeral,
of God’s love to all others in our lives - at home, at
regardless of vaccination status, and there is no longer a
school, at work, everywhere we go? Can we? Will we?
number or density limit. Wearing Face Mask is Mandatory.
Rev Dr Brian Gleeson CP
bgleesoncp@gmail.com

UPDATE FROM NSW Health
Positive rapid antigen test results must be reported.

Liturgical Timetable
Mon - Wed - Fri:
Tues and Thurs:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Adoration and Benediction at 8.45am followed by Mass at 9.00am.
Mass at 6.45am followed by Rosary
Mass at 8:00am followed by Holy Rosary
Reconciliation: 4.30pm. Mass: 5.00pm (Live-streamed) & 6.30 pm (Vietnamese)
Mass at 8.00am; 10.30am (bilingual); 4.30pm (Viet); and 6pm.

Ministry of Care & Support to Aged and Infirm

Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes & in their homes on a weekly basis, either by Ministers
of Care or family members.
Recently Deceased: Basile Karamoschos; Patricia Turner Mitchell
Death Anniversaries: Domenico Di Marino; Phero Pham Cong Quan; Penitiketo Fainu;Joan Herbert;John Ah Jai Tan;John Katter; Halim Lakiss; Sr. Carmel Anne Fittler, OSU;Fr. Alex Schembri OFM
Cap; Lionell Dowling;Beatriz Bel; Amal Faraj; Leslie Devine;Peter Kelly; Fouad Tannous Kareh
Carrying Severe Illness: Mely Siasat; Renato Di Perna; George Turchi; Kevin Boyce; Peter
Hatchinson
Other Intentions: For Coswendas Family, Alfonso Javier and family,
Arteche Family(Ines, Leon Alfred, Sonia, Leon Miguel, Emilia)

