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We stand at the Crossroads of life for many people

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD- YEAR C
02 January 2022

St Brigid’s Parish Marrickville, acknowledges and pays respect to the traditional owners of the land
on which it is built, the Gadigal people of the Eora nation
PRESENTS AND PRESENCE:
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY C
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

to the poor and needy at this special time of giving and
sharing. (Many charities, in fact, experience a big boost
at Christmas time).

Despite the limits and flaws in our gift-giving, it’s important to both keep the practice alive and purify it of its
worst excesses. It's particularly important to the lives of
children. The good news is that while they are attracted
to receiving e.g., a gift of an iPad or shiny new rollerblades, they are also attracted to the Crib and the story of
But Christmas is not just about giving presents. It’s more the baby lying there clothed in rags. Their hearts are
about being present, i.e., sharing ourselves with warmth, touched by the plight of his parents who are so poor that
they can offer him nothing but their protection and affecaffection, and sincerity. The quality of our presence is
tion. In fact, children very easily get the message that this
everything. In practice, gift-giving may sometimes be
is a story of love. They appreciate the humanity of the
aimed more at keeping on-side and keeping the peace
Holy Family, their struggles, and their sacrifices, to bring
than being really present. Gift-giving may at times be
part of the commercialisation of Christmas instead of an to the human race the Light of the Nations.
expression of unconditional love.
The story of the visit to the Crib by the Wise Men is a
story of giving and receiving. It speaks of how gifts exIn contrast, the wise men are completely single-minded
press love between persons, and of how gifts given with
and sincere in their gift-giving. Their gifts are expreslove bind people together. But it is not simply about the
sions of their respect, reverence, gratitude, and love for
giving of things - in this case, gold, frankincense, and
the child. Their gifts are given with no strings attached,
myrrh - but the giving of persons, the sharing of selves.
no conditions, and no mixed motives.
At Christmas time we give presents to different people.
Different people give presents to us. What's it all about?
It all goes back to the story of the wise men from the East
going to Bethlehem, falling on their knees, and offering
the best gifts they could afford to the Baby King.

The flaws in our gift-giving may make us feel that the
whole business of exchanging Christmas presents should
be abolished and that the commercialisation of Christmas
should be restrained and restricted, if not eliminated.
If and when we think such thoughts, it may help to remember that the commercialisation and consumerism of
Christmas are somewhat necessary. Were it a completely
spiritual celebration, hundreds of small businesses would
go to the wall. Thousands of factory workers making
bonbons, trees, chocolates, decorations, cards, and toys,
would find themselves unemployed.
It may also be helpful to remember that if people did not
spend money on gifts to family and friends at Christmas,
their consciences would not be roused to make donations

In celebrating Epiphany, we are celebrating the greatest manifestation of goodness there has ever been, that of God's love
for us. For it was out of love, that God the Father gave us the
Son, and gave him to be our Light, our Saviour, our King, our
Peace, and our Joy. The poet John Betjeman has written of this
precious gift from God:

A present that cannot be priced
Given two thousand years ago.
Yet if God had not given so
He still would be a distant stranger
And not the Baby in the manger.
Jesus, then, is the celebrity we are celebrating. He’s the
reason for the season, the Twelve Days of Christmas. So,
as a beautiful carol puts it: ‘JOY, JOY, FOR CHRIST IS
BORN, THE BABE, THE SON OF MARY!’
As our Eucharist continues then, I suggest that we make
a special point of giving thanks for the coming of Jesus
Christ into our lives. He is ours, and we are his! May we
acknowledge with sincerity that he is the most valuable
present we have ever received! May we also in return
renew the gift of our whole selves, our whole lives, to
both our great and loving God, and to the people who
need us most!
Rev Dr Brian Gleeson CP
bgleesoncp@gmail.com

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
FIRST COLLECTION (Passionists)
SECOND COLLECTION (Parish)

If you would like to join our
Planned Giving system and support
our parish on a regular basis and
also receive a 30% tax deduction
please contact the parish office
parish@stbrigid.org.au

Parish Office Closure Dates
The parish office will be closed and re open on
Monday 10th January, 2022.
For emergencies, please call the emergency
phone 0466 065 774

A grace-filled New Year everyone
Latest Covid Update as of 27 December 2021
As you would be aware, as of 27 December 2021 the
government has once again updated the COVID-related
regulations for places of worship.
For the sake of clarity:
 Churches are open to all people regardless of
vaccination status.
 There is no density limit for churches.
 Wearing Face Mask is mandatory
 All members of the congregation are permitted to
sing.
 QR Codes & our check-in procedures, are to continue.
Weddings and Funerals
Anyone can now attend a wedding or funeral,
regardless of vaccination status, and there is no longer a

Liturgical Timetable
Mon - Wed - Fri:
Tues and Thurs:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Benediction at 8.45am followed by Mass at 9.00am.
Mass at 6.45am
Mass at 8:00am followed by Holy Rosary
Reconciliation: 4.30pm. Mass: 5.00pm & 6.30 pm (Vietnamese)
Mass at 8.00am; 10.30am (bilingual); 4.30pm (Viet); and 6pm.

Ministry of Care & Support to Aged and Infirm

Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes & in their homes on a weekly basis, either by Ministers
of Care or family members.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after 9.00am Mass on the First Friday of each month .
Recently Deceased:

Francesca Pignataro

Death Anniversaries: Gordon Linsley;Jenny Massad;George Pearson; Seini Apikotoa;Edythe Gallagher;Joseph Thai Lan Ca;; Henrique Gomes; Jack Borham; Dominic Cong Chi Dao; Verena Silvestro; Evelyn Gilfellon;Bill Pearce; Giuseppe Raiti
Carrying Severe Illness: Mely Siasat; Anne Lowe; Charlie Creed; Renato Di Perna; George Turchi;
Kevin Boyce;Peter Hatchinson; and Basile Karamoschos
Other Intentions: For Coswendas Family, Alfonso Javier and family,

