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We stand at the Crossroads of life for many people

Easter Sunday Year C
20/21 April 2019

RISING WITH JESUS TO THE
NEW LIFE OF EASTER

When my father died quite suddenly when I was in
Belgium studying, my mother wrote that she was devas-
tated. and that her life would never be, and could never
be, the same again. All of us, facing the death of someone
we love face a horrible and indescribable loss, along with
feelings of absence and emptiness. One sometimes hears
grieving people say: “I’'m simply gutted.”

For some persons, their feelings of loss are so great
that they actually deny what has happened. They think
they hear the footsteps of their loved one on the path out-
side or coming down the stairs, or turning the key in the
front door.

When Mary Magdalen goes to visit the tomb of
Jesus, it’s very early on Sunday, the first day of the week.
It’s still dark but there’s enough light to see that the stone
has already been moved from the entrance to the tomb.
But she is not in any kind of denial. She expects to come
face to face with death. Not for a moment does she kid
herself that Jesus is no longer dead. Instead, surely per-
sons unknown have stolen and hidden his body, and will
not let him rest in peace.

She talks about her experience to Simon Peter and
the anonymous Beloved Disciple. Together they race to
the tomb. When Peter enters the tomb, he sees at first only
the burial clothes. But when the disciple Jesus particularly
loved enters the tomb he sees more. He sees what faith
sees. Jesus is not dead but alive. Maybe he has figured out
that if people had stolen the body they would not have
taken the trouble to roll up the burial clothes. More likely,
it’s simply his belief in the greatness, goodness and
uniqueness of Jesus that leaves him convinced that God
would not and could not leave him for dead. In any case
we are told simply that “he saw and he believed”.

What we are celebrating today in the resurrection,
then, is first of all the power of God’s liberating love for
his dear Son. His resurrection is God the Father’s answer
to all those wicked men who murdered Jesus on the cross,
and expected him to stay dead and buried forever.

In raising Jesus from the dead, God raised and revived
every story Jesus told, every truth Jesus taught, every val-
ue Jesus stood for, every choice Jesus made, and every

purpose he pursued. Everything about him and his history
was given new life, new meaning, and new relevance.

So the resurrection of Jesus is not an hysterical in-
vention by people who refused to accept the death of their
Leader. After all, his first followers were simply not ex-
pecting it. So much so that when they caught sight of him
alive again they were gobsmacked. They could hardly
believe their eyes and ears. But they had to accept the fact
that there was Jesus, raised in his body, alive and well
before their very eyes, and that all this had happened
through the unbounded power of God’s love for his Son.
What we are also celebrating today is our resurrection
from the dead, our resurrection from deadly deeds, or at
least our resurrection from anything less than the best, the
most honest, the most authentic, the most generous, and
the most loving ways of living our lives. We are recognis-
ing, in fact, that not only is Jesus Christ alive now in him-
self, but he is also alive in us - alive in us through the
presence, power and action of the Holy Spirit.

After all, It was through the Spirit within him that
Jesus “went about doing good and curing all who were in
the power [of evil]” (Acts 10:38). It is through that same
Spirit, coming from our Risen Lord, that you and I can
hope and expect to think like him, act like him, live like
him, die like him, and rise like him.

So, here and now on this Easter Day, let us encour-
age one another to respond to the power of the Holy Spirit
among us by renewing our baptismal promises and renew-
ing them sincerely and enthusiastically. Let us reject dark-
ness, evil and sin in every shape and form. Let us promise
to follow Jesus in a life of light, goodness and love, a life
shaped by his own example. So, with trust in the mighty
Spirit of Jesus within us and among us, let us here and
now renew our Baptismal
Promises, and renew them
loudly and clearly!

bgleesoncp@gmail.com




PROJECT COMPASSION 2019
“GIVE LENT 100%”

Please be sure to return your (hopefully
full!) Project Compassion boxes as soon as
possible if you have not yet done so in or-
der that we may forward our much-needed
parish contribution to CARITAS quickly.

Piety Store
Large collection of Rosary beads, wall rosaries, fin-

ger and bracelet rosaries now available. Also, a varie-
ty of Communion, Confirmation, Baptism, Birthday
and Holy cards.

“For Your Diary.......

ANZAC Eve Mass

24 April 2019 at 5.30pm at St Mary’s Cathedral, Syd-
ney. Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP.
Wreath laying by Governor of NSW; Flag Party Ar-
my Band.

Southern Cross Catholic Vocational College
OPEN DAY— Tuesday 7 May 2019, at 17 Comer
St, Burwood—4.00 -7.30pm— a co-educational
Catholic Secondary College for Years 11 & 12. Each
student undertakes study that leads to an HSC with a
focus on practical, industry-based learning.

Website: https://sccve.nsw.edu.au/
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We are looking for NEW SINGERS
at Sunday 10.30am Mass each week
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If you enjoy singing at Mass, why don’t you come
along and join us! For further information, please
pop upstairs before or after Mass and see Mary or
Terry

A Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a
crime are the police. If you—or anyone you know— have
been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you
can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity
Office on 9390 5810 OR safeguardingenquir-
ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to
your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to
report crimes to the police.

CONGREGATION OF THE PASSION
—PRE-CHAPTER ASSEMBLY
23-26 APRIL. 2019
Parishioners are reminded that Passionist
Fathers will be away from Marrickville
this coming week attending preparation/
planning meetings in Melbourne for their
four yearly Chapter later this year. As a re-
sult, there will be changes to weekday
morning services at St Brigid’s from Tues-
day 23 April to Friday 26 April.
Please check details on the Calendar on
the back page of this Newsletter

St Brigid’s Parish Office

Parishioners are advised that this coming
week the Parish Office will be OPEN on
Wednesday 24th and Friday 26th April
ONLY.

CONFIRMATION 2019

Registration and Information Night

(parents only)
Wednesday 8 May 2019
7.00pm in Shrubland Hall

Please bring a copy of your child’s Baptismal Cer-
tificate and $30.00 to cover cost of resources.
This Sacrament is available for children in Year 6
and above. Classes commence on Wednesday 15
May at 7.00pm in Shrubland Hall

Confirmation will be celebrated at St Brigid’s by

Most Rev Peter Ingham DD
on Sunday 23 June 2019 at 2.00pm.

Italian Mass—St Joseph’s, Enfield

Mass in Italian is now being celebrated on the FIRST
Sunday of each month at 4.00pm at St Joseph’s En-
field. Next Mass: Sunday 5 May 2019. All Welcome.

The Grail—"Twilight Talks”

“Let’s Act on ....Waste to Landfill!”

Speaker: Ryan Collins, Head of Sustainable Resource
Programs at Planet Ark. Cost: $10.00.

Tuesday 7 May, 22 McHatton St, N. Sydney. 9955
3053.

Palms Australia— “Reach Beyond.”
Communities in Myanmar, PNG, Samoa, Timor
Leste, Kiribati and Kenya seek volunteers to mentor
local and build capacity. These communities are in-
viting you to immerse yourself for 1-2 years.
Global Mission Info: Sunday 26 May 2019 at
10.30am at Aquinas Academy, 141 Harrington St,
The Rocks, Sydney. If you have medical, business,
teaching, admin or trade skills, you can give oppor-
tunity
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Casimir Catholic College new Assistant Priest
9558 2888 _ _
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CCD in State Schools Sue King t he | ast 18 mont hs as Pari
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We Remember
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Anniversaries: Laila Har b; Pedro Fratti,; Mary Braybrook; Dominic Thao [Kuan
Thi Lua Dao; Sr Denise Cashman RSM; Winifred Kean; Rev Laurie Jenpings
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Welcome
Jenny Solo

Youth Minister

St Brigid’s,

Marrickyville!

“ Twenty six years ago, Fr. Tom McDonough CP had
a vision to start a children’s choir. That vision shaped
a young girl’s faith in God and his call to “walk by

faith not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).

I have been a member of this parish community ever
since and continue to praise our gracious Lord on a
Sunday at 6pm Mass through prayer and song.

As the Lord’s servant, I have devoted my life to ser-
vicing the needs of the community through the notion
to serve with love. The children of our community
are the future of this parish. They need to be guided
and guarded through the process of deepening their
faith. For this reason, I chose to become the
Youth Minister!”

St BRIGID’S YOUTH
APRIL GATHERINGS

Young Adults—18-35 years
Sunday 28 April after 6.00pm Mass in
Shrubland Hall
ALL WELCOME!!!
Bring a friend—See you there !

Sunday Mass Ministries:

Calendar

April 2019

21 EASTER SUNDAY
Masses: 7.30am; 9.00am;
10.30am;
4.30pm (Vietnamese)

NO EVENING MASS

22 EASTER MONDAY
9.00AM Mass only

LITURGY OF THE WORD AND DISTRI-
BUTION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST

23 6.45AM & 9.00AM
24 6.45AM AND 9.00AM

25 ANZAC DAY— Public Holiday
9.00AM ONLY

26 6.45AM & 9.00AM

27-28 Easter 2 - Year C
Vigil: St Peter Chanel: 5.00pm
Sunday Youth Mass: 6pm
Young Adults: 7-9pm in Annexe
29 Term 2 Begins
May 2019
4-5 Easter 3 - Year C

CWF APPEAL—ALL masses

Easter Sunday & Easter 2

Lectors/Commentators

Communion Ministers

Altar Servers

20/21 April 27/28 April 20/21 April 27/28 April 20/21 April 27/28 April
5pm Gabrielle Bietola Mary Leask Leon Tupol
Sat 7.00pm Paul Clorah 7.00pm Maria Fuller 7.00pm Gary Tupol
Easter Vigil Kel el i a Ap| kbasterVigil Shel |l ey Hoppe Easter Vigil Wal sh Mafi
Separate list Separate list
7.30am |Compl i ant |Retad®’ Rei |l |[Gompl i ant |[Mamgaret KellMychael DJMilcohnael Dilll on
Sun er s Car ol an | bptoetrsson Janice Schubach
Pl ease volunteer Pl ease VT hetesa Jamgs
9am |Compl i ant |Retaedr- Jenn|Gognspl i ant [ Méemnise OesmgMmhomas Geplrhgoensas Geollges
Sun ers Sue King ters Jessica Hart|&hg Mi has|Gi a Mihas
Pl ease volunteer Pl ease Volllwmdietem FIl et t]Amel i a Da|AQmeslitiaa Da CCost
Luke Nguyflnuke Nguye
10.30 [Compl i ant |[Melayd-Si asafCompl i ant |®é omige Harb |Al bert NafGeeahfimey Llean
amSun (e g I'tali an Refptdeerrs Maria Barl owAnt hony NpAl drick De|Ver
Pl ease VollatteeeXohns|fPRlnease Vollunteer ticchia Al fred De er a
6 pm NO Yout h NO Yout h NO Tony Hayek
Sun EVENING EVENING EVENING
MASS MASS MASS




