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We stand at the Crossroads of life for many people 

comfort the afflicted’. If Christians at 
home, at work, in society and on the inter-
national stage just go along with what is  
trendy or current because we’re frightened  
of conflict or because  we want to be seen 
to be part of the crowd, then we are not 
worthy of this Gospel. 
 
 What’s comforting about this Gospel is 
that it recognises conflict as a necessary 
part of Christian life. 
There are some who want to pretend that 
the followers of Jesus should never disa-
gree with one another or with those out-
side the Church. Conflict in itself is an ele-
ment of our commitment to the kingdom 
of God. What marks out the way we should 
disagree with one another inside and out-
side the Church, however, is that it is con-
ducted with charity, dignity, careful listen-
ing and compassion. Christians always look  
to put the best possible interpretation on 
the opinions of those with whom we disa-
gree and to be reconciled to those we have 
hurt, to heal divisions where we can.  
 
 May this Eucharist give us the courage 
to divide the crowd for the right reasons. 
May we be a blazing fire that casts light  
on darkness where people are exploited 
and injustice smothers the growth Christ
 wants to see in the human family.  
No one promised us that Christian faith 

was ever going to be a picnic! 
 
 

   Richard Leonard SJ 

REFLECTION 
 
 In our desire to affirm that the scrip-
tures are inspired, it can be easy to forget 
that they come out of the lived experi-
ence of a community of faith. Indeed, one 
of the things that is wonderful about our 
belief in God’s revelation is that it occurs 
within the human experience. Today’s 
Gospel is an excellent example. Jesus 
predicts that one of the consequences of 
believing in him is that divisions will fol-
low. 
 
 We can tell from the whole text of 
Luke’s Gospel that these divisions were 
certainly a part of the earliest Christian 
community which wrote this book and 
that their faith in Christ led them to con-
front some very tough issues: how could 
Gentiles inherit the promises made to  the 
Jews; why the rich members of the com-
munity had special responsibility to the 
poor; the centrality of forgiveness in the 
Christian life; and what leadership role 
women should have in the earliest 
Church. We know that fights over these 
issues and faith in Jesus as the Christ or 
the Messiah, divided families and villages, 
cities, nations and a religious tradition. 
 
 This gospel is both a stark reminder 
of the costs involved in following Jesus 
and a comfort to us in the church today. 
Sometimes we can domesticate the Chris-
tian community into a ‘feel-good’ society. 
Our religious words and actions, however, 
are always meant to have an edge; our 
faith should ’afflict the comfortable  and 



 
“ReUnyte” 
All of Christôs family together in prayer and worship 

NEXT Sunday 25 August 2019 at 7.00pm at St Paul of the 
Cross Catholic Church, 536 New Canterbury Rd, Dulwich 
Hill. 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 
 

St Brigid’s Seniors’ Group 
NEXT Sunday, 25 August at 2.00pm in the Parish Centre. 
ALL Welcome! …..and 
 
Table Tennis for Seniors 
Seniors interested in playing a game of Table Tennis for 
fun and fellowship? Contact Thila Shan on 9554 7487 or 
email Thila@live.com.au. 
 
Ecumenism in Australia, Yesterday and Today 
Lecture on Pope John Paul 11’s Ecumenical Encyclical, 
ñUt Unum Sintò. Discussion of the Encyclical’s call to 
action,  how far have we come and how far to go?  
Fr Gerard Kelly, Catholic Institute and Thomas Westen-
berg, Comission for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations.. 
Thursday 29 August 2019 at 6.00pm at Peter Cosgrove 
Centre, Lev 18, Tenison Woods House, 8-20 Napier St, 
MacKillop campus, ACU Nth Sydney. Refrehments pro-
vided Bookings ESSENTIAL: www.trybooking.com/book/
event?eid=536172&. 
 
Reflection Day for Women 

ñGive me the living water, 
that I may never thirst again.ò (Jn 4:15) 

Saturday 7 September 2019 at Mt Schoenstatt/230 Fairlight 
Rd, Mulgoa, 9.30am-3.00pm. Register by 4 September at: 
infor@schoenstatt.org.au OR 4773 8338. Cost $25?BYO 
lunch-tea & Coffee provided. 

Take some time out for prayer and reflection  
during September. 

 
“How can we make our Society more Civil” 
Seminar conducted by Eva Cox AO, social commentator 
and  advocate for a “truly civil society’. Sunday 14  Sep-
tember 2019, 10.30am-3.30pm at the Grail Centre, 22 
McHatton St, Nth Sydney. Further details: grail-
sydney@ozemail.com.au OR  pp55 3053. 
 
Artes Christi—Hunchback of Notre Dame 
4-20 October 2019 at  1880 HALL at Surry Hills. Theatre 
capacity limited so bookings ESSENTIAL. Discounts on 
all long-weekend sessions. Www.theword.org.au OR 1800 
101 201. 
 
Retreat: Healing After Abortion 
October 25-27, 2019 offered  by Rachel’s Vineyard Minis-
tries. Further information: phone 0400 092 555 OR   
  e-mail  info@rachelsvineyard.org.au 
 
 

ñIn the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop” 
25th Anniversary National Pilgrimage—commencing in 
Melbourne on 22 October 2019, visiting Penola, Adelaide 
and other significant places, and finishing in Sydney on 2 
November . Further info/brochure: national.pilgrimage 
@mmp.org.au.’ 
 

 

ñForming Intentional Disciplesò 
The Path to Knowing and Following Jesus 

By Sherry A. Weddell 
 

Sherry Weddell is the world renowned author of a 
book aimed at strengthening  parish renewal. She has 
been invited by the Archdiocese of Sydney to run a 
day especially for the strengthening of parish renewal 
and how to form parishes of intentional disciples on 
Saturday 7 September 2019 . 
If you are interested in joining a discussion group to 
build relationships and a focus on Intentional Disci-
pleship for our parish, please contact Deacon Christo-
pher on: christopher @stbrigid.org.au. 
The group will meet three times prior to attending 
Sherry’s Conference on 7/9/2019. 
 
“Call to Mission”: Palms Meet and Greet 
Saturday 21 September 2019 at 2.00pm at John Stree 
Café, Dooleys Catholic Club, 11-17 Church St, Lid-
combe. Local teacher, Andrew Tham, will provide 
insights into his time mentoring staff & Students  over 
two years in Rubya, Tanzania. Enquiries: 9560 5333 
OR www.palms.org.au 
 
Natural Fertility Awareness Week: 19-25 August 
Did you know a woman’s health is often reflected in 
her fertility? Learning the Billings Ovulation Method 
can alert a woman to underlying health problems. If 
you would like to manage your fertility naturally and 
to monitor your reproductive health, accredited teach-
ers are available to assist. Contact: Billings LIFE on 
1800 335 860 OR www.billings.life 
 
Aid to the Church in Need 
To support the over 200 million suffering and persecuted 
Christians in more than 40 countries,  visit 
www.aidtochurch.org and click ‘subscribe’. If you wish to 
receive the newsletter by post, phone 1800 101 201 to ar-
range. 

 
A Message from the Safeguarding Office 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with  crimes are the police. If youðor  
anyone you knowï have been abused, please contact the 
police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding 
and Ministerial Integrity Office on safeguardingenquir-
ies@sydneycatholic.org OR 9390 5810. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to 
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 

legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 



Information Directory 
 

 
St Brigid’s Primary School 

9558 6926 
 

Casimir Catholic College 
9558 2888 
 

Baptisms 
Preparation:  1st Sundays 10am-11.30am 
Presentation: 2nd Sunday 9am/ 10.30amMasses 
Baptisms: 3rd & 4th Sundays at 12 noon  
 

Marriages 
 Saturday: 10am—3.00pm 

Preferably 6 months notice 
Contact: Parish Secretary 8577 5670 

 
 
 

Pastoral Ministry Contacts: 
 

Adult Sacraments:       Sr Elena 
Bereavement Ministry:      Sr Elenita 
Care of Sick & Aged          Sr Elena  
CCD in State Schools        Sue King  
Children’s Sacraments       Sr Elenita 
Children’s ministry   Sr. Elenita 
Ecumenical & Interfaith    Jim Yeo   
Family Groups Contact:     Adrienne Harverson  
Finance C’tee :     Hamish Flett   
Justice & Peace Network   Peter Jennings 
Liturgical Ministries           Fr Erick, Sr Elena 
Maintenance C’tee: Michael Daher/Pongia Fenukitau 
Men’s Club: Arthur Kassis; John Skinner, Mick Ward 
Parish Safeguarding Support: Sue King 
Pastoral Council Co-chairs Peter Jennings, Arthur Kassis. 
Youth Ministry:  Jenny Solo 
 

We Remember 
 
Recently Deceased:      
 
Anniversaries:  Hanna Dahdah; Masi Togia Lafo; Scott Worland; Hong Thi Ngo; Reginald Kilmartin; Michele  & Andre Wehbe; 
Pavlovic Kataca; Patrick Thompson; Anna Hoang, Thi Mien; Terry Kelly; Harold & Maureen Power; Maria Hong Thi Ngo; Mary  
Brock. 
 
Carrying Severe Illness:  Fr Brian Gleeson CP; Saane Kama; Betty Hickey; Eileen McClement; Edna Taylor; Geoffrey Leask;  
Mary Harb.   

 
Mass Texts:  Sunday 20 (Yr C) 

 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 38: 4-6. 8-10 
Response:   Lord, come to my aid. 
Second Reading: Hebrews 12: 1-4 
Gospel:  Luke 12: 49-53 

Intercessions Response: Lord, graciously 
hear us 

Mass Texts:  Sunday 21 (Yr C) 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 66: 18-21 
Response:  Go out to the whole world; pro-
claim the Good News. 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12: 5-7. 11-13 
Gospel:   Luke 13: 22– 30 
Intercessions Response: Lord,  graciously 

hear us. 
 
 

Liturgical Timetable 
 

Mon—Fri: Mass at 6.45am followed by adoration until 8.45am. 
  Benediction at 8.45am followed by Mass at 9.00am. 
  (Communion service at 9.00am Monday) 
   

Public Hols: Mass 9.00am only 
 

Saturday: Mass 7.30 am; Reconciliation 9-9.45 am; Marriages 10-3 pm;  
  Reconciliation 4-4.45 pm;  Mass:5 pm; & 6.30 pm (Vietnamese) 
Sunday:  Mass at 7.30 am, 9 am, 10 .30am  (multilingual); 4.30pm (Viet); 
  and 6pm.(Youth Mass on 4th Sunday) 
 

Ministry of Care & Support to Aged and Infirm 
 

Mass is celebrated monthly in all the Nursing Homes in Marrickville.   
 
Communion is taken to sick residents in Nursing Homes & in their homes on a 
weekly basis, either by Ministers of Care or family members. 

 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is offered after Masses on First Fridays 

 
Parish Collections  

Counters: This week (19/8):  Jim’s Team 
Counters: Next Week (26/8): Jim’s Team 
 
 

11/8/19 
1st (Passionists): $  1,470 
 
2nd (Parish):  $  3,562 
 Cash & Envelopes: $ 2,370 
 Credit  Cards: $  1,192 

 

04/8/19  
1st (Passionists) : $ 1,830 
2nd (Parish):  $ 4,158 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 

 

August 2019 
 
17/18  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
17 Tongan Mass: 10.00am followed by re
 freshments in Hall 
 
18 Vietnamese Dominican Laity 25th Anniver-

sary Mass & Procession from 1.00pm 
 Jnr Youth in Annexe: 4.15-5.30pm 
 
22  Toastmasters in Annexe: 7pm 
 
24/25   21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 World Day of Migrants & Refugees 
 

 Baptisms: 12 noon 
 
27 Parish Pastoral Council: 7.30pm 
 
29 Finance Committee: 7.00pm 
 
30 Primary School ‘Father’s Day Mass’:9am 
 
 31/1   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Father’s Day 
 

 Baptism Preparation: 10am in Annexe 
 
 

   September 2019 
 
7/8       23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7   Tongan Meeting: 6pm in Hall 
8   Child Protection Sunday 
    Snr Youth in Annexe: 7pm 
 
14/15    24th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
 



Sunday Mass Ministries:   Sunday 20 & Sunday 21  Year C 

 Lectors/Commentators  Communion Ministers  Altar Servers 

 17/18 August 24/25 August 17/18 August 24/25 August 17/18 August 24/25 August 

5 pm Sat Karen Whitby 
Robert Whitby 
Mary Leask 

Gabrielle Bietola 
Paul Cloran 
Leila Walsh 

Liz Buchel 
Margaret Dos San-
tos 
Leila Walsh 

Mary Leask 
Maria Fuller 
 Shelley Hopper 

Leon Tupola 
Gary Tupola 
Walsh Mafi 

 

Leon Tupola 
Gary Tupola 
Walsh Mafi 
 

7.30am 
Sun 

Janice Schubach 
Marg Barrett 

Pat O’Reilly 
Carolan Ibbotson 

Maria Mansour 
Marg Barrett 

Janice Schu-
bach 
Theresa James 

Michael Dillon Michael Dillon 

9 am 
Sun 

Anna Aurea 
Peter Jennings 

Frank Cowell  
Bernadette Sara 

Sue King 
Jose Hartany 
Jessica Hartany 

Peter Jennings 
Judith Flett 

Thomas Georges 
Gia Mihas 
Amelia Da Costa 
Luke Nguyen 

Thomas 
Georges 
Gia Mihas 
Amelia Da Cos-
ta 
Luke Nguyen 

10.30 
am Sun 

Maria Barlow 
Kate Johnston 

Diana Perin 
Terry Reyes 

Carmela Meoli 
Rosetta Travia 

Kate Johnston 
Mely Siasat 

Albert Naticchia 
Anthony Naticchia  

Geoffrey Lean 
Aldrick De Vera 
Alfred De  Vera 
 
  

6 pm 
Sun 

Junior Youth YOUTH MASS Junior Youth YOUTH MASS Tony Hayek Tony Hayek 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To Maria and Giuse THANH who recently celebrated 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary! Together they pro-
vide huge financial support  for the Parish and help 
to raise funds for many Vietnamese Passionist stu-
dents, including Fr Thomas cp. Mrs Than ministers at 
St Brigid’s every morning, and her husband supports 
her always. Like St Joseph husband of Mother Mary, 
he is a quiet living Saint. It goes without saying how 
much they do for the Vietnamese Community here.  
Last Sunday we gave them a framed photo and a 
certificate of congratula-
tions for their 50 years to-
gether.  
A week before that, they 
celebrated with a special 
Mass at St Brigid’s. 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS also 
to Sr Elenita cp 
who celebrated 
her (21-again!) 
Birthday last 
week. 
 
 

AND 
 

BON VOYAGE 
to our  “Junior” Passionists about to board 
a plane to join others in Vietnam for their 
Annual gathering for those who have 
been Ordained or Professed for less than 
5 Years. 

 


